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No 696    Sat. 05.01.02        Mainly cloudy, sunny spells.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Nathalie Kausch, Phil Davison, Nikki Lightfoot,  & Colin Penny = 6.

BRASH BURNING - HEATHLAND SITE - NORTH OF STREAM SOURCE

We continued to clear the remaining cut timber from the heathland work site described in Issue 165. But what a contrast in weather conditions from last Saturday. This time, there was no snow storm to battle through, and it was, overall, a rather pleasant day.

However, evidence of the recent harsh weather was apparent in the mire, with ice up to 10 cms (4") in places. Care had to be taken when walking through certain parts of the mire as 'melt-water' overlaid transparent ice, giving us a test of our reflexes!

Along the Northern Track, 'Frog Hollow' (where frogs spawn each Spring) was an almost solid mass of ice (as tested by Nikki and myself).

Norfolk Wildlife Trust staff (or contractors) had marked out the area of tree removal (north of the stream source) using stakes. The work will get under way soon, and next time out, we will cordon off Dirk's piezo station 7 to ensure it is not disturbed when the felling takes place.

Incidentally, Dirk will be at the site on the weekend of 12-14th January, being accompanied on the Saturday by Dr Bryan Wheeler and Susan Shaw of Sheffield University.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago, Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis - overflying,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus,  Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus - a few, overflying,  Redwing  Turdus iliacus - flock of 12,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina - flock of 8.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus. 

No. 697  Sat. 12.01.02         Mostly bright, cool.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Phil Davison, Hamish Dublon, Nikki Lightfoot, Nathalie Kausch, Jane Edgar, Elspeth Penny, Doug Arkell, Dr Dirk Boeye (from Antwerp), & Colin Penny = 11.

SCRUB CLEARANCE, PLUS ASSISTING HYDROLOGICAL RESEARCH

As is often the case, Dirk was staying at his favoured guest house at Neatishead, in the heart of Broadland. On this occasion, Dr Bryan Wheeler and Dr Susan Shaw from the University of Sheffield were also staying there for the weekend.

Our three friends were already on site when we arrived, and were making preparations to gain data from the Environment Agency dip wells, which are protected by the large (green-painted) metal sleeves.

Dirk had brought a generator and water pump with him, and to the 'gentle' hum of the engine, water was pumped from dip well P1, which is 25 m deep. This is the most easterly of the cluster of three, situated just off the Southern Track. The pipe had been pushed down into the well, but was not, as I thought, draining the well. In order to obtain 'good' samples, Dirk pumped for about three hours, with the aquifer constantly replenishing the well.

It was wonderful to see such crystal-clear water issuing from the exit tube, and pleasing to know that, no matter how much was pumped out, the powerful aquifer would not take 'no' for an answer !  The pumped calcareous water was discharged via a long pipe into the mire area so as not to alter the acid character of the dip well surrounds.

Samples were taken from each of the pumped tubes, and Hamish assisted Dirk by testing for conductivity and ph levels. 

Nikki and I collected the water level readings from Dirk's 'own' piezometers to provide continuity prior to those 14 wells being sampled on Monday.

Bryan and Sue left mid-morning to visit Catfield Fen.  All three of our friends were intending to visit one or two more Norfolk wetland sites on Sunday, including a visit to Beeston Regis Common, where they would meet up with our old friend Ken Durrant, the site Voluntary Warden and one of Norfolk's most respected naturalists.

