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The latest news from the heath!       Issue 164       Dated 10.12.01

No 693    Sat. 08.12.01        Sunny and dry, turning cold later.

Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Phil Davison, Sam Cartwright, Kate McNutt, Elizabeth Daly, Hannah Moores, Michelle Stuckey, Andy Wilkinson, Veronica Fish, Nikki Lightfoot, Ruth Hepworth (Shropshire), Luke Shenton (Leicester), John Sydney (London), Carol White (Brussels, Belgium), & Colin Penny = 16.

SCRUB CLEARANCE - NORTH OF STREAM SOURCE

I gazed out of the window early on this fine Saturday morning and thought  "what a lovely day to cut down our tree stumps and treat them with herbicide". With this in mind I mixed the herbicide, adding a few drops of red food colouring in order that we could see which stumps had been treated. This operation took longer than anticipated, and after loading all the chainsaw-related equipment (helmet, trousers, boots, mitts, fuel can, tool kit), I found myself running late.

I was later still by the time I'd scraped the ice off the minibus, and I arrived at the first pick-up point (Grosvenor Road) ten minutes after the usual time. Driving on towards the UEA, I started thinking about the job ahead and suddenly it hit me - I didn't remember loading the chainsaw !  

Phil confirmed that the machine was not on board, and so, after picking up the contingent from campus, I diverted to my home in Taverham to pick up the chainsaw. This meant cutting across country (via Drayton and Horsford) to reach Colin Thompson who was pacing up and down at Spixworth. 

We arrived on site about fifteen minutes later than usual. I think I'll start a checklist system to ensure this doesn't happen again !

On arrival, we carried the equipment to the worksite, compensating for our lateness with a quick start to the practical work. Colin lit the fire as the rest of the Group cut down invasive scrub from the heath and dragged the brash to the fire site. 

I set to work with the chainsaw, but it soon became obvious that my rat-tailed files were "past their best". The cutting edges on the chain just not being sharpened well enough. The machine did a reasonable job on Birch, but Oak stumps proved too hard, and I started producing saw dust (instead of wood chips, which are the sign of a well-sharpened chain).

In spite of this, Colin was able to treat a good number of stumps with herbicide, but on such a perfect day, weather-wise, I would have expected to have completed the whole of the work site.

So, new files are on the wanted list, and we'll try to complete our task next week. But, will we have the several hours of dry weather we need to apply herbicide?  We cannot treat if there is a risk of rain as the herbicide will be washed off into the surrounding area.

Amid the trauma experienced by the Voluntary Warden, "new" UEA people Luke, Ruth, John and Carol made their debuts with BHWG. 

A visitor during the morning was Veronica Fish, who has been coming out with us for about two years, and usually covered any of my absences by taking Dirk's water readings. Great for her, but sadly for us, V has found another job, in Carlisle, and that's too distant for her to commute to Buxton Heath each Saturday. She will, of course, stay in touch, and we'll hopefully see her back on site whenever she visits Norfolk. 

Yet another surprise visitor was Nikki Lightfoot - a regular with BHWG until two years ago, when other commitments took over. Since BHWG, Nikki has had two summers as Warden at Hoveton Great Broad, and is now employed by the Environment Agency as an inspector. Nikki was accompanied by her dog Guinness, and she had as much fun as her mistress. As Nikki is now reasonably free on Saturdays, we may see her more often. 

Birds:  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus - flying over northern tributary area,   Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis - flock of approx. 12, circling the mire,  Magpie  Pica pica.

Mammals:  Muntjac  Muntiacus reevesi - 2 seen by Nikki, southern part of site.

In flower: Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus.

