BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 162       Dated 18.11.01

No 690    Sat. 17.11.01        Mainly cloudy, but dry and mild.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Nathalie Kausch, Doug Arkell, Helen White (Nottingham) & Colin Penny = 7.

SCRUB CLEARANCE - NORTH  OF STREAM SOURCE

Continued scrub clearance at the area which borders the heathland. It is becoming very noticeable how much we have opened up this area.

We suffered a crash in our Group attendance (probably due to clashing with a UEA Students Union trip to Minsmere, Suffolk). However, we did have with us a new UEA person, Helen White, who enjoyed her day despite her jacket being holed by airborne burning debris from the bonfire. Not quite the "welcome to BHWG" I would have preferred.

Birds:  Magpie  Pica pica - a good number coming on to site to roost,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo - a pair overflying the mire,  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea - a single, overflying the site,  Redwing  Turdus iliacus - flock of about 12 overflying.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - loud barking (fighting??) to the west of the site.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata. 

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Toad  Bufo bufo.

In flower: Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula.

Not in flower:  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica - several new plants spreading up the hill from Frog Hollow on Northern Track.

