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The latest news from the heath!       Issue 160       Dated 04.11.01

No 687    Sat. 03.11.01        Mainly sunny, some cloud later.

Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Hamish Dublon, Nathalie Kausch, Michelle Margot, Sara Belson, Elizabeth Daly, Helen "Red" Greaves, Sally Firth, Naomi Thomson, Claire Butler, Jo Negus (Horsham, W. Sussex), Becky Tomlinson (W. Lancs.), Finlay Scott, Tracey Holley, & Colin Penny = 16.

MOWING DAY - CENTRAL VALLEY MIRE

We continued the mowing and scrub clearance work in the central mire. Hamish and I took turns with the brushcutter whilst other Group members cut invasive Western and Common Gorse from each side of the scrub "island" in the central mire.

The cuttings were deposited in the usual dump site, south of the Southern Track.

We welcomed newcomers Finlay Scott and Tracey Holley, plus Jo Negus to the Group. Also joining us on a one-off basis was Becky Tomlinson who was spending the weekend with her pals Sally and Red. Our other "new" face was Sara Belson. Not at all new, of course - Sara was a regular member of BHWG about five years ago, and puts in an appearance whenever she is in the area. 

Not many species records this time due to the emphasis being on practical work.

Birds:  Magpie  Pica pica,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 3 flushed from central mire, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus - 3 seen at Northern Heath,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus - a small flock,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina - small flock flying around Northern Heath.

Odonata:   Common Darter  Symptetrum striolatum.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

In flower:  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi, Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix, Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis.

No. 688    Sun. 04.11.01        11th Aerial Survey of Buxton Heath.

Once again, thanks to the kindness of Mr John Macleod, I found myself airborne from Felthorpe Airfield which lies about five miles south of Buxton Heath.

By the time we were halfway down the grass runway we had rotated (pilot -speak for leaving the ground). The two locations are so close to one another that, by the time we start to turn towards the north-east, we are arriving over site.

I usually ask John to orbit the site at about 1000 feet in order to acquire some nice close photographs. This time, I asked him to climb to 3000 feet in so that I could get some shots which would show the whole site.

At 3000 feet, I finished off the print film from Saturday and then replaced it with a slide film. It is about time that some new aerial views were added to the slide show as the current ones show the site before the latest tree removal work.

After a few high level shots had been taken, we encountered cloud, and descended to 1000 feet so that I could complete the slide film by recording site features.

I finally re-loaded with another print film to add some low-level shots to the photo albums. Our recent scrub-clearance site (adjacent to the heathland) showed up well, and the mown areas from the last three Saturdays were very apparent.

There are some practical problems associated with this sort of camerawork. As soon as the sliding side window is opened, there is a great rush of cold air which, if one is not careful, makes the eyes water so much that it is difficult to see what is being photographed. This problem is reduced by aiming the camera slightly to the rear, and therefore, out of the main airflow.

The other problem I encountered was that my auto-focus camera did not always "recognise" some of the landscape features, resulting in the lens moving backwards and forwards whilst it tried to get a "fix". In a bid to solve this problem, I changed the switch to "manual" and tried to focus the lens myself. This is not straightforward due to the "wind-rush" problem detailed above. But, hopefully, out of all these difficulties, there will be enough "good" images to deem our mission a success.

On the way back into Felthorpe, I took a couple of shots of the airfield, finishing off with the traditional "group photo" of John and myself in front of his trusty Piper PA-38. It does well for an aircraft built over 50 years ago!

