BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 159       Dated 25.10.01

No 685    Wed. 24.10.01   Lecture at University of East Anglia.

Among the Group members present were:  Sally Firth, Helen "Red" Greaves, Michelle Margot, Sam Cartwright, Katherine Boughey, Claire Butler, Kate McNutt, Anna Robinson, Elizabeth Daly, Don Kernott, Doug Arkell, and Colin Penny (the speaker) = 12.

Once again, the Buxton Heath illustrated talk was staged in a lecture hall of the Elizabeth Fry Building at UEA. This year, the audience was smaller than usual. This was probably due to some students having course work to complete, or perhaps that this is the week of the Norwich Beer Festival !

Even so, positive comments were received about the talk and the photographic display boards, and there was much furious note-scribbling by students eager to learn about conservation work at the site.

The evening was rounded off by the traditional Group photograph !

My thanks to Sally, Red, and Michelle for all their help in organising and publicising the event, and extra thanks to the latter for acting as projectionist on the night.

No. 686    Sat. 27.10.01    Dry and sunny, with a cool breeze.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Andy Dolman, David Benziger, Elizabeth Daly, Ian Smith, Laura Garcia, Paul Woolnough, & Colin Penny = 10.

MOWING IN THE CENTRAL MIRE

We spent the morning mowing the area around the electricity line. The cuttings were transported to a dump site south of the Southern Track. After lunch the remaining cut vegetation was cleared, and we then collected water readings and explored the site.

It would appear that the attack on the grazing sheep (reported in Issue 158) was caused by a dog which was being exercised on the Heath. It seems that the owner let his dog loose for a run, not knowing that the sheep were on the site. The loose dog apparently ran into the enclosure and attacked the flock.

This incident calls for better signing in future so that the public realise that dogs must be kept on leads when grazing stock is being used on the site.

On a late afternoon walk, we spotted some of the flock from the lofty vantage point of Bracken Hills. They were seen in the central scraped area, but had vanished into cover by the time we arrived at that location. No doubt these remaining sheep are very nervous after the ordeal they suffered. We had assumed that all the animals had been removed. Perhaps some were too scared to allow the shepherd and his sheepdogs close to them.

Although it hasn't been long since he departed for Birmingham, it was nice to have Andy back with us for the day. Andy has been busily working on the update for the Buxton Heath web site which is almost ready to be unveiled. 

The original web site pages appear to have been "lost" by their site host (UEA Students Union). Some items needed an update, so their loss is not a disaster, but we seem to have lost our introductory pages in German (translated by Nathalie Kausch) and Flemish/Dutch (translated by Dr Dirk Boeye of Antwerp). As NASA would say, "we are currently looking at the problem!"

Birds:  Magpie  Pica pica,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 1 flushed from the Heathland Pools area, Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus,  Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina - flock of six,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis, Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus.

Butterflies:  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta. 

Odonata:  Common Darter  Symptetrum striolatum.

Araneae: Orb Web Spider  Araneus diadematus.  
Herptiles: Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Adder  Vipera berus - two seen basking alongside Northern Track.

In flower:  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Common Gorse U. europaeus,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula.

Not in flower: Marsh Fern  Thelypteris palustris (thelypteroides),  Bog Pondweed  Potamogeton polygonifolius - found in pools south of Bracken Hills.

