BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 157       Dated 14.10.01

No 683    Sat. 13.10.01                 Mainly sunny, very warm.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, Hamish Dublon, Nathalie Kausch, Michelle Margot, Giles Herian, Ian Smith, Pete Burston, Elizabeth Daly, Yvette Baker (Somerset), Corinna Penn (Teddington, Middlesex), & Colin Penny = 14.

SCRUB CLEARANCE (a.m.)  -  STUDY TIME (p.m.).

We continued clearing scrub and burning the resulting brash at the site located north of the stream source.

Although the level of attendance did not reach the dizzy heights of last week, we still had a very good turn-out, which included two more new UEA students, Yvette and Corinna. Both seemed to enjoy their first visit to the site, and  Corinna assisted with the collection of the water-level data.

Although we didn't have blazing sunshine, it was certainly a surprisingly hot day, which probably explained why we encountered so many insect species.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus,  Coal Tit  P. ater,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis,  Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis - seen flying along the stream in the mire by David Ruthven - it is thought to be another BHWG first time record.  

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io.

Moths:  Micro Moth  Coleophora caespitiella - white larval cases (only) seen on flower heads of Soft Rush  Juncus effusus,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  14- Spot Ladybird  Propylea 14-puntata,  many exit holes seen on surface of the ground made by  Dor Beetle Geotrupes stercorarius or Minotaur Beetle Typhaeus typhoeus (or both !).

Hemiptera:  Bishop's Mitre  Aelia acuminata - distinctive conical head and thorax - first BHWG record at the site. 

Odonata:  Common Darter  Symptetrum striolatum.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera, Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera - seen on car park Bracken.
Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii,  Deer-fly  Lipoptena cervi - this species is found on deer, mainly Red Deer, in wooded areas. Winged at first (like this specimen which landed on the arm of the Voluntary Warden), but the wings are shed on reaching host animal. New adults emerge in Autumn and fly into trees, from where they drop onto passing animals.

Hymenoptera:  Ichneumon Fly  Rhyssa persuasoria - a large Ichneumon, black with white markings, an ectoparasite (living on the outside of the host) of Horntail larvae. The long and slender ovipositor drills deep into pine trunks to reach the host,  Digger Wasp  Mellinus arvensis (although not yet positively identified) - found on Colin Thompson's shirt collar and photographed.

Araneae:   Four-spotted Orb Web Spider  Araneus quadratus,  Orb Web Spider  A. diadematus,  Crab Spider  (thought to be Xysticus erraticus) - yellow with black lateral bands (see p. 119 of Jones) - not photographed,  Crab Spider  - not identified, but photographed - pinkish edges to abdomen.
Order Opiliones:  Harvestman  Phalangium opilio

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - photographed at our work site.

In flower:   Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula, Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis.

Fungi:  Fly Agaric  Amanita muscaria,  Blusher  A. rubescens.

