BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  155       Dated 30.09.01

No 681    Sat. 29.09.01        Mainly cloudy with light showers.

Len Wise, David Ruthven, Hamish Dublon, Phil Davison, Michelle Margot, Liz Webb,  Helen "Red" Greaves,  Sally Firth,  Veronica Fish, Ian Smith (Southampton),  Liz Brooks (Colchester),  Sabrina Rettenberger (Stuttgart, Germany),  David Benziger (Maine, USA),  Elizabeth Daly (Redditch),  & Colin Penny = 15.

STUDY / INDUCTION DAY

BHWG site visits resumed today after a suspension of two weeks due to the holiday of the Voluntary Warden. During the lay-off, Veronica Fish had visited the site to collect the water readings for Dr Dirk Boeye.

As five new friends were present, the day was given over to showing them the mosaic of habitats which make Buxton Heath so special.  They were also briefed on what needs to be done in terms of practical management to ensure that the diversity of site flora and fauna is maintained.

For the benefit of Sabrina, I have added German common names, where known.

Birds:  Snipe  (Bekassine)  Gallinago gallinago - 8 flushed from near Heath Pools,  Great Spotted  Woodpecker  (Buntspecht)  Dendrocopos major,  Chiffchaff  (Zilpzalp)  Phylloscopus collybita, Kestrel  (Turmfalke)  Falco tinnunculus,  Jay  (Eichelhäher)  Garrulus glandarius,  Redwing  (Rotdrossel) Turdus iliacus - 2 overflying,  Blue Tit  (Blaumeise)  Parus caeruleus,  Long-tailed Tit  (Schwanzmeise)  Aegithelos caudatus.

Butterflies:  Red Admiral  (Admiral)  Vanessa atalanta.

Moths:  Micro Moth  Coleophora caespitiella - white larval cases (only) seen on flower heads of Soft Rush  Juncus effusus.   Angle Shades  Phlogophora meticulosa,  Beautiful Yellow Underwing  Anarta myrtilli - 2 larvae found on Bell Heather alongside Northern Track.    

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator - a few seen on stream at Stream Arch.

Hemiptera:   Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina - nymph.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis, Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachypteral,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.
Araneae:   Four-spotted Orb Web Spider  Araneus quadratus.  Orb-web Spider  (Gartenkreuzspinne)  A. diadematus.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  (Grasfrosch)  Rana temporaria,  Slow Worm  (Blindschleiche)  Anguis fragilis - 10" specimen seen near our "Lay-by" parking place.

Plant Galls:   Cherry Galls on Oak caused by Gall Wasp (Eichengallwespe) Cynips quercusfolii.

Fungi:  Fly Agaric  (Fliegenpilz)  Amanita muscaria - distinctive red cap, at first covered by white scales - very Common under Birch trees,  Amethyst Deceiver  Laccaria amethystea - whole plant a deep violet colour, becomes paler on drying, Sulphur-Tuft  Hypholoma fasciculare - cap 4-8cm, yellow with orange-fawn centre, grows in tufts on stumps, dead branches and roots of conifers and deciduous trees,  Dotted-stemmed Boletus  Boletus erythropus - chestnut-coloured cap, yellow flesh discolours blue when cut.

In flower:   Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Red Clover  (Rot-Klee) Trifolium pratense,  Ragged Robin  (Kuckuckslichtnelke)  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  (Glocken-heide)  E. tetralix,  Tormentil  (Blutwurz-Fingerkraut)  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  (Ulex gallii, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Lesser Spearwort  (Brennender Hahnenfuß)  Ranunculus flammula,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Water Mint  (Wasser-Minze)  Mentha aquatica,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Devil's-bit Scabious  (Teufelsabbiß)  Succisa pratensis,  Grass of Parnassus  (Sumpf-Herzblatt)  Parnassia palustris - in several places in eastern mire,  Hedge Woundwort  (Wald-Ziest)  Stachys sylvatica.

Not in flower:  Bramble  (Brombeere)  Rubus fruticosus agg. - in fruit,  Sweet or Spanish Chestnut  (Eßkastanie)  Castanea sativa - bearing fruit (Chestnuts), on Northern Boundary.

