BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 154       Dated 23.09.01

No 680    Sat. 08.09.01    Sunny/cloudy, with a strong breeze.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Paul Woolnough, Nathalie Kausch, Phil Davison, Andy Dolman, Doug Arkell, Veronica Fish, & Colin Penny = 9.

BRACKEN CLEARANCE  (a.m.) - STUDY TIME (p.m.)

Firstly, we cleared Bracken from the Southern Heath (adjacent to the Car Park), and then moved on to the Forage-Harvested area at the North-eastern Heath (just east of the Woodland Spine). Both these areas showed good re-colonisation by young heather plants.

Birds:  Magpie  Pica pica,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  House Martin  Delichon urbica,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica.

Mammals:  Muntjac  Muntiacus reevesi -  Northern Track.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - male.

Moths:   Silver Y  Autographa gamma.

Coleoptera:  Ground Beetle  Pterostichus melanarius - see p.98 of Harde.
Hemiptera:   Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina - nymph.

Odonata:  Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta,  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis, Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - on heath adjacent to Car Park..
Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii,  Hover-fly  Helophilus pendulus - with "waistcoat".

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix,  Adder  Vipera berus - a few seen, including a 6" reddish juvenile,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - including some dark juveniles.

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus 

uliginosus,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Devil's-bit Scabious  

Succisa pratensis,  Lesser Skullcap  Scutellaria minor - two good patches found, and photographed,  in the centre of the northern mire tributary.

