BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  153       Dated 02.09.01

No 679   Sat. 01.09.01  Rain at first, then dry, warm, partly cloudy.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, Andy Dolman, & Colin Penny = 6.

GENTIAN WORK  -  HYDROLOGICAL WORK  -  SPECIES RECORDING

During the week, I received the "Divers" (water-pressure loggers) through the post from Belgium. Dirk had taken them back with him to download the data as he could not obtain a lap-top computer for his recent July visit. Usually, the data is simply downloaded on-site. The Divers were re-installed in piezos 2.1,  3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2  by myself assisted by Andy and Paul. The final Diver was replaced in its "secret" location above ground in order that it can continue logging air pressure.  Meanwhile, Colin Thompson, Len, and David spent time locating Marsh Gentian sites and installing protective wire netting cages over them.

Birds:  Magpie  Pica pica,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus, Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - hen and several almost fully-grown young, put to flight.
Mammals:   Fox  Vulpes vulpes - male seen by David on Northern Heath.

Butterflies:  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas,  Small Tortoiseshell  aglais urticae.

Moths:  Silver Y  Autographa gamma - several seen,  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis - a few newly-emerged seen,  Common Wainscot  Mythimna pallens.        

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Leaf Beetle  Lochmaea caprea  - our olive-bronze Sallow beetle identified (at last) by Ken Durrant, seemingly a second brood - abundant. Drops off leaves when disturbed.

Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Cicadella viridis,  Shield Bug  Picromerus bidens - sharp points on either side of pronotum,  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina,  Water Scorpion  Nepa cinerea - two found in one of pools which had been scraped out by the mechanical digger (south of stream - eastern mire).

Odonata:   Southern Hawker  A. cyanea, Migrant Hawker  A. mixta - several seen,  Ruddy Darter  Symptetrum sanguineum,  Common Darter  S. striolatum.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis - several seen, Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - several,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera,  Common Green Grasshopper  Omocestus viridulus,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,   Slender Groundhopper  T. subulata.

Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii,  Hover-fly  Helophilus pendulus - with "waistcoat",  Hover-fly  Eristalis horticola.

Araneae:   Four-spotted Orb Web Spider  Araneus quadratus.  Orb Web Spider A. diadematus,  Spider ?? (photo 23),  Jumping Spider  Evarchus falcata.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - one red, one usual dark colour,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - into cover on eastern "Stump Mountain",  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - including some dark juveniles.

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  White Clover  T. repens,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Yellow Pimpernel  Lysimachia nemorum,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  Ragwort  Senecio jacobaea,    Prickly Sowthistle  Sonchus asper,  Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris,    Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Redshank  Polygonum persicaria,  Herb Robert  Geranium robertianum, White Bryony  Bryonia cretica - on edge of car park, growing up into Birch tree,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Common Fleabane  Pulicaria dysenterica,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris - several flowers towards eastern end of mire,  Lesser Skullcap  Scutellaria minor - our first sighting of this plant, which was found in the newly-cleared Woodland Spine area by Paul.

Not in flower:  Bramble  Rubus fruticosus agg. - in fruit,  Enchanter's Nightshade  Circaea lutetiana - in seed,  Stonewort  ?? - sample taken by Andy to be looked at by Dave Smith.  

Fungi:  Fungi  ?????  - found beside Western Track, not identified, but photographed.

