BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  152       Dated 27.08.01

No 678    Sat. 25.08.01        Sunny and hot.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, & Colin Penny = 5.

BRACKEN CUTTING (a.m.) - STUDY TIME (p.m.)

Birds:   Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus.

Mammals:  Fox  Vulpes vulpes - seen by Len on the Southern Heath Path.

Butterflies:  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,   Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus - one male seen,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus - one female seen,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Comma  Polygonia c-album,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - female seen,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas.

Moths:  Silver Y  Autographa gamma - several seen.      

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator - seen in stream surface.
Odonata:   Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea,  Migrant Hawker  A. mixta - several seen,  Ruddy Darter  Symptetrum sanguineum,  Common Darter  S. striolatum.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis - several seen, Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - several,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera.
Araneae:   Four-spotted Orb Web Spider  Araneus quadratus  -  so prolific that it was difficult to walk anywhere through the mire without collecting specimens of this species on clothing.
Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - including some dark juveniles.

Plant Galls:  Oak Silk Button Gall  caused by Gall Wasp  Neuroterus numismalis,  Artichoke Gall on Oak caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus fecundator,   Rolled pinnule of Bracken frond caused by Fly  Chirosia parvicornis.  

Order Opiliones:  Harvestman  Leiobunum rotundum,  Harvestman  Phalangium opilio.

Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback  Gasterosteus aculeatus - seen in the Stream towards eastern end of the mire.

In flower:   Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor - at eastern end of mire,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Great Willowherb  E. hirsutum, Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Meadow Buttercup  R. acris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Brooklime  Veronica beccabunga,  Common Sorrel  Rumex acetosa,  Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides,  Common Reed  Phragmites australis,  Purple Moor-grass  Molinia caerulea,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis.

Not in flower:  Bracken  Pteridium aquilinum - now at full growth on most parts of site. We have recently been cutting this invasive species from areas of new heather growth.

