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The latest news from the heath!       Issue 151       Dated 19.08.01

No 677    Sat. 18.08.01        Mixture of sun and cloud, but dry.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Paul Woolnough, Andy Dolman, & Colin Penny = 5.

BRACKEN CLEARANCE (a.m.) - STUDY TIME (p.m.)

For the third consecutive Saturday, the site hosted 26 sheep of the "Flying Flock". They were in an enclosure west of the Woodland Spine, adjacent to the Northern Track.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - a hen with approximately seven flying juveniles, west of Woodland Spine.  

Butterflies:  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,    Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Peacock  Inachis io, Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta.

Moths:  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata,  Micro Moth  Coleophora caespitiella - white larval cases (only) seen on flower heads of Soft Rush  Juncus effusus,  Large Yellow Underwing  Noctua pronuba,  Silver Y  Autographa gamma,  Moth (with lines, photographed) - as yet unidentified.      

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens - larval packets seen on Oak leaves,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator.

Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris - on open water in newly cleared area,  Shield Bug  Picromerus bidens - sharp points on either side of pronotum,  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina,  Common Froghopper  Philaenus spumarius,  Heath Assassin Bug  Coranus subapterus.

Odonata:  Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta,  Ruddy Darter  Symptetrum sanguineum.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera,  Common Green Grasshopper  Omocestus viridulus,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.

Mecoptera:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis - female seen.

Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii,  Hover-fly  Episyrphus balteatus,  Hover-fly  Eristalis tenax - not positively identified, but photographed,  Cleg-fly  Haematopota pluvialis,  Flesh-fly  Sarcophaga carnaria.  
Hymenoptera:  Bumble Bee  Bombus terrestris.

Araneae:   Four-spotted Orb Web Spider  Araneus quadratus,  Jumping Spider  Evarcha falcata. 

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - one 18" seen west of Woodland Spine, and a 3' specimen seen in the Western Mire. The latter had a very swollen throat, indicating that it had just taken prey. Colin noticed that a pair of Frog feet were protruding from the mouth of the snake. Although slow to move away at first, it did eventually escape, but not by the usual method. Instead, it reared up like a Cobra, and held this posture as it slipped into cover. It was as if sliding flat across the ground was too uncomfortable with the large Frog in its throat. Sadly, the Cobra-like posture was not photographed as my film came to an end at that precise moment.   Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - dark juveniles,  Adder  Vipera berus.

Plant Galls:  Marble Gall on Oak caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus kollari - new green galls seen.  

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Great Willowherb  E. hirsutum,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  White Clover  T. repens,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Spear Thistle  C. vulgare,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,    Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,    Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Common Reed  Phragmites australis,  Harebell  Campanula rotundifolia,  Hedge Woundwort  Stachys sylvatica, Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum - also some bearing red berries,  Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra,  Purple Loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria,  Common Water-plantain  Alisma plantago-aquatica - growing in the newly-cleared northern mire - first record for the site, (unless anyone knows otherwise).

Not in flower:  Marsh Pennywort  Hydrocotyle vulgaris.

