BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!          Issue 150         Dated 12.08.01

No 676    Sat. 11.08.01        Mainly sunny, some cloud.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, Hamish Dublon, Nathalie Kausch, Phil Davison & Colin Penny = 8.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 2 flushed from central mire, south of stream,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis.

Butterflies:  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Purple Hairstreak  Quercusia quercus, Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus - just one seen of each sex,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Peacock  Inachis io, Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Wall  Lasiommata megera.

Moths:  Micro Moth  Catoptria pinella,  Vapourer  Orgyia antiqua,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata,  Micro Moth  Coleophora caespitiella - white larval cases (only) seen on flower heads of Soft Rush  Juncus effusus.      

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens - larval packets seen on Oak leaves.
Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris,  Shield Bug  Picromerus bidens - sharp points on either side of pronotum,  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina.

Odonata:  Brown Hawker  Aeshna grandis,  Southern Hawker  A. cyanea, Ruddy Darter  Symptetrum sanguineum,  Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans,  4-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis - several seen, Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - several,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera - a few seen at the north-eastern heath,  Common Green Grasshopper  Omocestus viridulus,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - nymph.
Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii,  Hover-fly  Helophilus pendulus - with "waistcoat",  Hover-fly  Episyrphus balteatus,  Cleg-fly  Haematopota pluvialis.

Hymenoptera:  Common Wasp  Vespula vulgaris - feeding on sap seeping from tree alongside Western Boundary Track.

Araneae:   Four-spotted Orb Web Spider  Araneus quadratus.  
Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - including some dark juveniles.

Plant Galls:  Mid-rib Pea Gall on Oak  ??????,  Common Spangle Gall  caused by Gall Wasp  Neuroterus quercusbaccarum,  Oak Silk Button Gall  caused by Gall Wasp  Neuroterus numismalis,   Lobes of Oak leaves folded tightly down caused by Midge  Macrodiplosis dryobi,    Rolled pinnule of Bracken frond caused by Fly  Chirosia parvicornis,  Robins Pincushion or Bedeguar Gall caused by Gall Wasp  Diplolepis rosae,  Leaf galls on Aspen Populus tremula caused by Mite  Phyllocoptes populi,   Pimple gall on upper side of Alder leaves caused by Mite  Phytoptus laevis laevis,  Hard, irregular swelling of rib and base of veins of the leaves of Grey Sallow  Salix cinerea  caused by Midge  Iteomyia major,  Large fleshy swelling on Fen Bedstraw  Gallium uliginosum caused by Midge  Geocrypta galii.

In flower:   Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Great Willowherb  E. hirsutum, Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  White Clover  T. repens,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea, Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Spear Thistle  C. vulgare,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Yellow Pimpernel  Lysimachia nemorum,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella,  Scarlet Pimpernel  A. arvensis,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Black Nightshade  S. nigrum,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  White Beak-sedge  Rhynchospira alba,  Ragwort  Senecio jacobaea,  Groundsel  S. vulgaris,  Prickly Sowthistle  Sonchus asper,  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris,  Charlock  Sinapis arvensis,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Thyme-leaved Speedwell  Veronica serpyllifolia,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris, Quaking Grass  Briza media,  Scentless Mayweed  Tripleurospermum inodorum,  Black Bindweed  Bilderdykia convolvulus,  Redshank  Polygonum persicaria.

Not in flower:  Mugwort  Artemisia vulgaris,  Common Duckweed  Lemna minor,  Marsh Fern  Thelypteris palustris (thelypteroides),  Red Currant  Ribes rubrum - in fruit,  Bramble  Rubus fruticosus agg. - in fruit.

