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No 675    Sat. 04.08.01     Mostly sunny and hot, one short shower.
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STUDY DAY

As heavy rain was expected during the afternoon, we decided to study and log species during the morning. However, the predicted deluge avoided the site, apart from one short shower just before lunch.

An afternoon walk to the top end revealed that 26 sheep of the "Flying Flock" had been installed on heathland west of the Woodland Spine. As is usual, they were contained within an "electric" fence, and seemed to be a mixture of the Black Welsh Mountain and Shetland breeds. 

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus.    

Butterflies:  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Purple Hairstreak  Quercusia quercus a few seen,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Holly Blue  Celastrina argiolus, Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - male,  Comma  Polygonia c-album,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Peacock  Inachis io. 

Moths:  Bloodvein  Timandra griseata,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata, Cream Wave  Scoplula floslactata,  Plain Golden Y  Autographa jota,  Elephant Hawkmoth  Deilephila elpenor - a green-coloured larva found near piezo station 5, photographed. 

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata - several seen,  Yellow Longhorn  Strangalia maculata,  Rove Beetle  - unidentified, six gold spots on black abdomen,  Beetle - unidentified, 2mm, iridescent, on Willow,  Whirligig Beetle Gyrinus natator - several on stream at Stream Arch area.

Hemiptera:  Common Green Leafhopper  Cicadella viridis,  Green Mirid Bug - not identified,  Brown Mirid Bug  - not identified,  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina - nymph,  Common Froghopper  Philaenus spumarius - many seen, all ages,  Water Scorpion  Nepa cinerea - found near piezo station 4 whilst crossing the stream. 
Odonata:  Brown Hawker  Aeshna grandis,  Southern Hawker  A. cyanea, Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Common Blue Damselfly  Enallagma cyathigerum,  Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans.    

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera,  Slender Groundhopper  Tetrix subulata, Common Green Grasshopper  Omocestus viridulus
Hymenoptera:  Digger Wasp  Cerceris arenaria.

Diptera:  Snipe-fly  Rhagio scolopacea. 
Tricoptera:  Caddis Fly  - unidentified, but larval case appeared to be constructed of vegetable debris - in stream near Stream Arch.  

Araneae:  Zebra Spider  Evarcha arcuata - on Bracken at "Lay-by" - turned to face me whichever way or height I approached,  Four-spotted Orb-web Spider  Araneus quadratus - half-grown,   Garden Orb-web Spider  A. diadematus,  Spider  - unidentified but photographed in the mire,  Spider - unidentified but photographed on a piezo tube.

Order Opiliones:  Harvestman  Phalangium opilio,  Harvestman  Leiobunum rotundum.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback  Gasterosteus aculeatus - shoals of small fishes along stream.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus   Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Plant Galls:  Little Black Pudding Gall on Bracken caused by Midge Dasineura filicina,  Rolled pinnule of Bracken frond caused by Fly Chirosia parvicornis.

In flower:  Marsh Arrowgrass  Triglochin palustris -  last few flowers, mostly turned to seed,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  White Clover  T. repens,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,   Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosis,  Bird's-foot Trefoil  L. corniculatus,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia 

cracca,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  White Campion  Silene pratensis,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Wood Sage  Teucrium 

scorodonia,  Purple Loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria - our first record of this species, which was growing in the mire, west of (what was) Stream Arch, Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis - one or two still in flower,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe - , Common Fleabane  Pulicaria dysenterica,  Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris, Harebell  Campanula rotundifolia - near Bracken Hills,  Sedge - unidentified, but photographed, near Frog Hollow.
