BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 148       Dated 27.07.01

No 674    Mon. 23.07.01                     Mostly sunny and hot.

Colin Thompson, Dr Dirk Boeye, Dr Bryan Wheeler and Susan Shaw (from the University of Sheffield), & Colin Penny = 5.

A WATER SAMPLING AND STUDY DAY

During the morning, Dirk took surface water samples from three locations, two in the mire, the other near the northern part of the site, in what remains of "Woodland Spine". The latter location seemed to be the approximate source of the northern tributary.  Just before lunchtime, we were joined on site by Bryan and Susan, fresh from another site visit in Norfolk.  Bryan did not realise that there was even more mire north of the stream, as, on previous visits, this area had been masked by trees, making it look like woodland. At lunchtime, Susan analysed her water samples from the other site, as we enjoyed rock cakes baked by her Mother!

We were also able to take data from some of the Environment Agency dip wells (as Bryan was a key holder).  The readings for the day were:

Site        EC       Temp.      ph     Temp.  Blue/Grey  Violet/Blue  Light Pink
A98        660        17.2      6.25      16.5      215            228           240

B13        236        24.8      6.57      24.9      366            392           404

E39        294        21.0      6.83      20.9      519            539            549

P9(EA)   743        19.2      5.15      17.8      016            020            024   73cms

P5(EA)     -             -            -            -           -                 -                 -      82cms

P1(EA)     -             -            -            -           -                 -                 -    120cms

Location Notes for the above:

A98 = Just inside Woodland Spine where surface water starts to flow.

B13 = A newly-cleared part of the mire, opposite the "Skeletal Tree".

E39 = Fairly near the rivulet, west of (what was) "Stream Arch" crossing point.

P9   = Env. Agency (metal cased) well, west end of mire, near piezo station 7.

P5   = Env. Agency well. Eastern mire, south of "Steam Arch" crossing point.

P1   = Env. Agency well, just north of Southern Track (northernmost well).

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita.

Butterflies: Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus, Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Large White  Pieris brassicae.

Moths:  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii,  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis,  Micro Moth Catoptria pinella -  white wing panels, feeds on Cotton-grass, see photo.

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator,  Leaf Beetle  Phaedon cochleariae,  Yellow Longhorn  Strangalia maculata.

Hemiptera:  Common Green Leafhopper  Cicadella viridis.

Odonata:  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella,  Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans,  Emperor Dragonfly  Anax imperator - male, seen flying over Heath Pools, Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera,  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis - nymph.
Hymenoptera:  Ichneumon Fly  Netelia testaceus - reddish, with black tip to abdomen.

Diptera:  Crane-fly  Pedicia rivosa  - as seen on 14.07.01 - identified by Ken Durrant.

Mecoptera:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis - female, mire.

Neuroptera:  Green Lacewing  Chrysoperla carnea
Araneae:  Four-spotted Orb-web Spider  Araneus quadratus - juvenile,  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens - with egg case, this time on willow. 
Order Opiliones:  Harvestman  Leiobunum rotundum.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  - two seen, one of which was black.

In flower:  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Black Bog-rush  Schoenus nigricans,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula, Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp.  Rose Bay Willowherb  Epilobium angustifolium,  Purple Small-reed  Calamagrostis canescens - at last, this member of the grass family, with its amazingly bright green leaves, has been identified (by Dirk) - it grows in abundance beside the stream, towards Alder Wood (see photo in album 89, taken on 14.07.01).

Not in flower:  Petty Whin  Genista anglica - mire.

Bryophytes:  Liverwort  Riccardia pinguis  (Aneura pinguis)- found near (what was) Stream Arch by Dirk.

