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The latest news from the heath!       Issue 146       Dated 23.07.01

No 672  Sat. 21.07.01        A mixture of cloud and sunny spells.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Doug Arkell, Paul Woolnough, Dr Dirk Boeye (from Antwerp, Belgium), & Colin Penny = 7.

BRACKEN CUTTING (A.M.) - STUDY TIME (p.m.)

During the morning, we continued the Bracken clearance work (which was started two weeks ago) in the scraped area, north of the Heathland Pools. 

On an exploratory walk through the heather, south-west of the work site, the Voluntary Warden flushed a Nightjar, which flew up into an Oak.

Dirk arrived at lunchtime, having caught an early train from London, then a taxi to Norwich Airport, from where a car was hired. This complicated method of getting from A to B was caused by Dirk attending a conference in London, having flown there from Belgium with colleagues. This meant that he didn't have the convenience of his own car, and his hydrological equipment (somewhat slimmed down) was delivered to England by the DHL parcel delivery service. 

As Dirk was spending three days at Buxton Heath, he had time to explore the site with us during the afternoon. His more usual shorter visits leave him much less leisure time as he has to get his essential water sampling completed.

Birds:  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Magpie  Pica pica,  Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus - see note above, Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - a male flushed from Mervyn's meadows. 

Mammals:  Grey Squirrel  Sciurus carolinensis,  Water Vole  Arvicola terrestris - entrance hole found approximately 3' from the stream in Mervyn's meadow. 
Butterflies:  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus - a single female seen,  Purple Hairstreak  Quercusia quercus - a single seen on Oak near scraped area,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus,  Green-veined White  Artegeia napi.

Moths:  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii,  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis. 

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens - larval "packets" found on Oak leaves.

Hemiptera:  Green Leafhopper  Cicadella viridis - nymph. 

Odonata:  Brown Hawker  Aeshna grandis,  Southern Hawker  A. cyanea, Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum - a few over Heath Pools.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera.

Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii.

Araneae:  Hunting Spider  Pisaura mirabilis,  Crab Spider  Xysticus sp.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - several seen, with colours ranging from yellow to almost totally black,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - two seen basking at the eastern end of the mire on vegetation which had been knocked down by the recent heavy rain (15" & 24" lengths),  Slow-Worm  Anguis fragilis - two seen in the mire,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Plant Galls:  Pea Galls on Oak leaves  caused by Gall Wasp Cynips divisa, Leaf galls on Meadowsweet leaves caused by Midge  Dasineura ulmariae.

Fungi:  Fungus Hypoxolon mammatum - round, black "bobbles" found on dead Willow branches.

In flower:  Marsh Arrowgrass  Triglochin palustris - at last we have found this inconspicuous plant in the "new" mire. It was first reported by Dirk last year, but we could not find it at that time,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthis minor,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Hard Rush Juncus inflexus,  Southern Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza praetermissa,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  White Clover  T. repens,  Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Enchanter's Nightshade  Circaea lutetiana - Western Boundary Wood,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosis,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris - including one clump growing close to piezo 3.2,  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp.,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum.

