BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 145       Dated 15.07.01

No 671    Sat. 14.07.01   Mainly cloudy, steady rain after lunch.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Tracey Hobbs, Paul Woolnough, & Colin Penny = 8.

STUDY DAY

It was lovely to have Kevin, Debbie, and Tracey back with us, albeit just for the day. All three had been missing from the Heath since August 2000. What a pity that the weather did not complement their visit - we spent most of the afternoon sheltering in the minibus from the persistent rain. Even so, the mass of Orchids and other wetland plants provided a tremendous "welcome home" show, as did the many Ringlets and 5-spot Burnets.

Birds:  Barn Owl  Tyto alba - seen flying north from the mire clutching a rodent,  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis, Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus,  Great Tit  P. major,  Heron  Ardea cinerea - overflight.

Butterflies:  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina - several,  Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus,  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus - several,  Large White  Pieris brassicae.

Moths:  Puss Moth  Cerura vinula - half-grown larva found on Willow,  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii - newly emerged adults and cocoons seen,  Cream Wave  Scopula floslactata,  Common White Wave  Cabera pusaria,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata,  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis,  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - eggs found on varied plants,  Blackneck  Lygephila pastinum.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-puntata,  Yellow Longhorn  Strangalia maculata,  Leaf Beetle Luperus longicornis  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens - nest "packets" seen.

Hemiptera:  Common Green Capsid  Lygocoris pabulinus,  Green Leafhopper  Cicadella viridis.

Odonata:  Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis - nymphs,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - 3/4 grown.

Diptera:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa,  Crane-fly  Pedicia rivosa - identified by Ken Durrant, brown wing markings with line across each wing, angled from leading edge to trailing edge, and red joints to each abdominal segment  - several seen,  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii. 

Mecoptera:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis.

Araneae:  Orb-web Spider  Araneus diadematus.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 18" female encountered by the Voluntary Warden when walking through the western mire - it was basking in the limited amount of sun on a tussock at knee height !   A smaller specimen was seen later.

Plant Galls:  White-striped Pea Gall on English Oak  Quercus robur, caused by Gall Wasp Cynips longiventris,   Mid-rib hard gall on Grey Sallow Salix cinerea caused by Midge Iteomyia major. 

Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback  Gasterosteus aculeatus - a few seen darting along the Stream at (what was) Stream Arch - about 1" long.

In flower:  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Rose Bay Willowherb  E. angustifolium,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Bell Heather  E. cinerea,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  White Clover  T. repens,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Heath or Common Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp., Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi,  Reedmace  Typha latifolia  White Beak-sedge  Rhynchospira alba - in abundance around Heath Pools,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia - most plants in bud at Heath Pools.

