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The latest news from the heath!       Issue 144       Dated 08.07.01

No 670    Sat. 07.07.01        Mainly overcast, steady rain later.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Andy Dolman, Fay Pattinson, Amy Boud, Doug Arkell, Andy Wilkinson, Paul Woolnough, & Colin Penny = 10.

BRACKEN CLEARANCE (a.m.) - STUDY TIME (p.m.)

We cleared bracken from the scraped area, north of the Heathland Pools. Some two years after the area was scraped by mechanical digger, there are many young heather plants appearing, and our bracken removal, using slashers, grass-hooks, and tarpaulins, was designed to liberate these new plants.

The mire looked splendid today, with masses of orchids popping up amongst the lush green of rushes and grasses, plus a wonderful array of other wetland plants in sheets of yellow, pink, white, purple, and red. All that was missing was the sunshine, which would have induced more of the insect population the join the display.

Sadly, this was the last day at Buxton Heath (for the foreseeable future) for Fay and Amy (those quiet, introvert girls !!), who have just graduated from UEA. We wish them well, and we'll keep in touch with them.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus.

Butterflies:  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus - a few seen,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus.

Moths:  Shaded Broad-bar  Scotopteryx chenopodiata - flies June to August in grassy places, larvae are pinkish-grey with black spots and are found on grasses and legumes,  Lead Belle  S. mucronata umbrifera - flies mid-May to mid-June (ours was a little late !), larvae can be found September to March on Common Gorse, Broom and Petty Whin,  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii ,  Purple-bordered Gold  Idaea muricata - June to July in fens and damp places, larvae are pale brown with darker lines and can be found on Marsh Cinquefoil and other herbaceous plants,  Blackneck  Lygephila pastinum - flies June to July in rough grassland - greyish-brown larvae have three reddish brown stripes on the back, and feed on Tufted Vetch,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria,  Silver Y  Autographa gamma.

Coleoptera:  Violet Ground Beetle  Carabus violaceus.

Hemiptera:  Water Scorpion  Nepa cinerea - found in a pool in Mervyn Williamson's meadows.

Odonata:  Brown Hawker  Aeshna grandis, Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - 3/4-grown nymphs.

Hymenoptera:  Sawfly  ???? - green larva found on Bracken

Ixodidae:  Hard Tick  Ixodes sp.  -  found later on stomach of Voluntary Warden !  Not identified to species, but removed using Methylated Spirit.

Araneae:  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens,  Hunting Spider  Pisaura mirabilis - female carrying large egg sac,  Spider  Agroeca brunnea - several egg cases found, some covered with sand grains, others left white.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - several seen, including hatchlings from this year. 

Plant Galls:  Pimple Gall on upper side of Alder leaves,  caused by Mite Phytoptus laevis laevis.

In flower:  Bell Heather  Erica cinera,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris - buds,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi - a new species for our records (although apparently seen last week), several plants  growing below Bracken Hills in the newly cleared area,  Common Dodder  Cuscuta epithymum - in forage-harvested patch at the north-west heath on Ling,  Dog Rose  Rosa canina,  Wood Sage  Teucrium scorodonia,  Yellow Pimpernel  Lysimachia nemorum,  Common Dog Violet  Viola riviniana,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Reedmace  Typha latifolia,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Heath Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza maculata,  Common Spotted Orchid  D. fuchsii,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Bird's-foot Trefoil  L. corniculatus,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonsum,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella - large patches of pink flowers appearing throughout the mire, Tormentil  Potentilla erecta.

Not in flower:  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe - plants still quite small,  Alder Buckthorn  Frangula alnus - berries.
