BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 143       Dated 02.07.01

No 669    Sat. 30.06.01        Mainly sunny and hot, some cloud.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Len Wise, Hamish Dublon, David Ruthven, Amy Boud, Fay Pattinson, Veronica Fish, & Colin Penny = 9.

STUDY DAY

Whilst Len cut back entrance vegetation which obscured the vision of drivers when departing the site, the rest of us headed for the mire. In addition to the logging of species, we also had some work to do for Dirk Boeye and Veronique Van Haesebroek from the University of Antwerp, Belgium.

Veronique had discovered a discrepancy between her measurements of the height of the tubes above ground level at Piezo Station 4, and those of Dirk. Our job was to confirm the measurement. As with all such things, it sounds easier than it is. The Molinia had formed quite sizeable tussocks around the base of each tube, which meant cutting away roots and mud in order to find the ground surface. Even then, we had to estimate where the ground surface was, as there was much mud and water obscuring "terra firma". The results were e-mailed to Belgium, along with the water level readings from today.

Birds:  Oyster Catcher  Haematopus ostralegus - (overflight), Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Chiffchaff  P. collybita,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Red-legged Partridge  - hen flushed near Bracken Hills plus two running chicks (a further eight dead chicks found in nest on the ground),  Woodlark  Lullula arborea  - 2 birds feeding young.

Butterflies:  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta, Peacock  Inachis io - several larvae on Stinging Nettle,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus. 
Moths:  Purple-bordered Gold  Idaea muricata,  Latticed Heath  Semiothisa clathrata,  Blackneck  Lygephila pastinum,  Common White Wave  Cabera pusaria,  Beautiful Yellow Underwing  Anarta myrtilli  - (imago),  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii  -  (cocoon).

Coleoptera:  Yellow Longhorn  Strangalia maculata,  Click Beetle  Prosternon tessellatum,  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Longhorn  Leiopus nebulosus  - quite small, adults found May to August on dry branches, most commonly Oak, larvae develop beneath bark of various deciduous trees, our specimen discovered up an Oak tree by the adventurous Phil, (see Harde, p.266),   Olive Willow Beetle ????
Hemiptera:  Common Backswimmer   Notonecta glauca - Heath Pools.  

Odonata:  Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea,  Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella,  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  4-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata,  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - (nymph),  Speckled Bush-cricket  Leptophyes punctatissima - (nymph).  

Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii

Araneae:  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens,  Spider  Agroeca brunnea - white nest cases found.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater,  Dark-lipped Banded Snail  Cepaea nemoralis. 

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix,  Adder  Vipera berus,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Toad  Bufo bufo.

Plant Galls:  Bedstraw Shoot Gall  Geocrypta gallii - swelling at tip of Fen Bedstraw  
In flower:  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Marsh Cinquefoil  Potentilla palustris,  Hawkweed  Hieraceum sp.,  Sheep's Sorrel  Rumex acetosella,  Common Sorrel  R. acetosa,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre - purple + white,  Spear Thistle  C. vulgare,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Watercress  Nasturtium officinale,  Heath or Common Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp., Southern Marsh Orchid  D. praetermissa,  Early Marsh Orchid  D. incarnata,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi - (1 White),  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Meadow Buttercup  Ranunculus acris,  Lesser Spearwort  R. flammula,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Bird's-foot Trefoil L. corniculatus,  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium, Yorkshire Fog  Holcus lanatus,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia -(buds),  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  White Bryony  Bryonia cretica,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Quaking Grass  Briza media, Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Yellow Pimpernel  Lysimachia nemorum, Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Star Sedge  Carex echinata, Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum - (buds),  Hedge Woundwort  Stachys sylvatica,  Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  White Clover  Trifolium repens,  Red Clover  T. pratense, Dog Rose  Rosa canina,  Prickly Sow-thistle  Sonchus asper, Heath Groundsel  Senecio sylvaticus,  Common Cudweed  Filago vulgaris,  Herb Robert  Geranium robertianum,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uliginosum.

