BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 142       Dated 21.06.01

Tues.19.06.01      62 deg F.      Study visit by David Ruthven.

Butterflies:  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus - 4 males, 2 females,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria - 3 males, 1 female, Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - 1 female,  Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui - 1 in poor condition,  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines-  2 males,  Large White  Pieris brassicae - 1 male.  

Moths:  Yellow Shell  Camptogramma bilineata - 1 seen,  Latticed Heath  Semiothisa clathrata -1 seen,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria - 10 seen,  Brown Silver-line  Petrophora chlorosata - 8 seen,  Bordered White  Bupulus piniaria - 1 male found near edge of Great Wood pines,  Grey Birch  Aethalura punctulata - 1 seen on Birch trunk,  Lead Belle  Scotopteryx mucronata umbrifera - 6 males, 1 female,  Red Twin-spot Carpet  Xanthorhoe spadicearia -1 seen,  Silver Ground Carpet  X. montanata montanata - 2 seen, Garden Carpet  X. fluctuata - 1 seen,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata alternata - 3 males, 1 female,  Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth  Hemaris fuciformis - 8 larvae, 1 egg on 2 Honeysuckle bushes,  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii  - 4 cocoons found.

Odonata:  Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa - 1 male, 1 female,  Four-spotted Chaser  L. quadrimaculata - 2 seen,  Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella - 8 to 10 seen, Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula - numerous.

No 668    Wed. 20.06.01        A very mild, clear night with no wind.

Yves and Els Bruggeman (from Kapellen, Belgium) & Colin Penny = 3.

AN EVENING VISIT TO FIND NIGHTJARS (Nachtzwaluw)

We arrived on site around 2300 and walked to the Northern part of the site via the Western Boundary Wood. As we got to the north-west corner, we discovered several Glow-worms  (Glimworm)  Lampyris noctiluca. The final total, once we'd continued along the Northern Track, was around 20 females. The green light each emitted was amazingly bright, and seemed almost unworldly.

We also heard Woodcock  (Houtsnip)  Scolopax rusticola, but sadly, no Nightjars. 

