BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 140       Dated 04.06.01

No 666    Sat. 02.06.01        Sunny spells, but with a cold wind.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Phil Davison, Andy Dolman, David Ruthven, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Sigrid Sharp, Helen "Red" Greaves, Sam Cartwright, Sally Firth,  Katherine Trehane, Chris Hatton Suffolk), & Colin Penny = 14.

STUDY DAY

Although I arrived at the site with only two passengers (Katherine & Colin), our actual attendance figure rose to 14 due to several Group members having stayed overnight on the Hevingham Lakes camp site. We were also joined by messrs Bevan and Ruthven. Then, at the end of the day, I left with just Colin and Red on board - the others were staying on the camp site before leaving on Sunday.

The "Friday-nighters" used a moth trap, retaining the two species caught for us to see. These are the first two species mentioned in the Moth report below. They also saw Glow-Worms Lampyris noctiluca and the first Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus of the year. These two sightings logged as Friday 01.06.01.

Birds:  Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis - singing from a log pile, east of the Heath Pools.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - a fawn seen.

Butterflies:  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines - egg and larva found on Lady's Smock.  

Moths:  Great Prominent  Peridea anceps - (Imago) flies from late April to June, larvae found on Oak, June to August,  Treble Lines  Charanyca trigrammica - (Imago) flying mid-May to early July, larvae found on a variety of low plants, June to April,  Small Seraphim  Pterapherapteryx sexalata - (Imago) damp woodland and marshy places, May & June, plus a second brood in the South, from July to early August, larvae in June and August to September on Sallow,  Common White Wave  Cabera pusaria - (Imago) flying May to September, larvae are purplish-brown with white spots and they feed on  sallow, birch, and other species,  Beautiful Yellow Underwing  Anarta myrtilli - (Imago) flying April to August, larvae feed on heather species, and being green with yellow and white markings, are quite difficult to find.

Coleoptera:  Click Beetle  7-spot Ladybird - larva on Nettle,  Burying Beetle  Nicrophorus humator - playing host to several red parasitic mites,  Soldier Beetle  Cantharis livida.

Odonata:  Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.

Araneae:  Crab Spider  Misumena vatia - a bright yellow female, with Hover Fly prey, found on Broom. The colour of the spider matched the colour of the Broom flowers almost exactly.

Diptera:  Snipe-fly  Rhagio scolopacea.

Class Diplopoda:  Millipede  Schizophyllum sabulosum.

Mollusca:    Black Slug  Arion ater

Herptiles:  Smooth Newt  Triturus vulgaris - two females seen in the newly-exposed pond,  Adder  Vipera berus.

Fungi:  Rust Fungus  ??????? - orange rust fungus on Dog Rose

In flower:  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Common Sorrel  Rumex acetosa,  Early Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza incarnata,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Lousewort  P. sylvatica,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Black Medick  Medicago lupulina,  Bugle  Ajuga reptans,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Brooklime  Veronica beccabunga, Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Heath Bedstraw  Galium saxatile,  Foxglove  Digitalis purpurea,  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata,  Broom  Cytisus scoparius.

Not in flower:  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe - small plants appearing near the Southern Track, Lady Fern  Athyrium filix-femina.

