BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 138       Dated 20.05.01

No 664    Sat. 19.05.01        Sunny morning then cloudier.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Hamish Dublon, Nathalie Kausch, Dave Beamish, & Colin Penny = 7.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Pheasant   Phasianus colchicus,  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Chiffchaff  P. collybita,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis.  

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus.

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - female, Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines.

Moths:  May Highflier  Hydriomena impluviata - another "new-to-the-Group" species, found by David Ruthven. This is a single-brooded species which flies from late May until early July. The larvae can be found on Alder from August to October, concealed between spun leaves. The species overwinters as a pupa, and the cocoons can sometimes be found under loose Alder bark. A photograph of this moth can be seen on Plate 9 (15) of Bernard Skinner's Moth book,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria,  ??? A black, furry caterpillar found on the Western Track (and photographed),  Micro Moth  Adela  reamurella

Hemiptera:  Gorse Shield Bug  Piezodorus lituratus,  Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.  

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Slender Groundhopper T. subulata.

Odonata:  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula - some linked and egg-laying,  Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa,  Four-spotted Chaser  L. quadrimaculata.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Leaf Beetle  Phaedon cochleariae,  Leaf-rolling Weevil  Deporaus betulae - conical leaf rolls found on young birch leaves.    

Fungi:  Fungi  Hypoxolon mammatum - small black "bobbles" on a dead willow branch in the mire.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - a four-foot specimen seen just east of the reed bed by Colin Thompson,  Adder  Vipera berus - about six seen, Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Smooth Newt  Triturus vulgaris a female seen in the same pool as last time (newly-cleared area),  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - last year's young seen, also tadpoles noticed in open water at western end of the mire.

In flower:  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Field Wood-rush  Luzula campestris, Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris, Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens,  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium - lots of plants growing around the heath pools area,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Common Sedge  Carex nigra,  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata,  Lily-of-the-Valley  Convallaria majalis,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea - a few plants in flower alongside the Northern Track, Bugle  Ajuga reptens,  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica - Northern Track & Western Track,  Bluebell  Hyacinthoides non-scriptus,  Rowan  Sorbus aucuparia,  Dandelion  Taraxacum hamatum (Vulgaria),  Common Sorrel  Rumex acetosa,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Garlic Mustard  Alliaria petiolata - alongside the Hevingham road perimeter fence.

Not in flower:  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp. - several leaf rosettes seen, Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  Marsh Pennywort  Hydrocotyle vulgaris - spreading in the newly-cleared area,  Sycamore  Acer pseudoplatanus - a two-foot tall sapling found,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria - leaves,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella - spreading well in bare patches of the newly-cleared area.

