BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 137       Dated 14.05.01

No 663    Sat. 12.05.01      Clear blue sky, sunny and hot.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Len Wise, Andy Dolman, Hamish Dublon,  Michelle Margot,  Helen "Red" Greaves,  Sally Firth,  David Ruthven,  Nathalie Kausch, Sigrid Sharp,  & Colin Penny = 12.

Dave and Avril Bevan also popped in to see us first thing. They are, of course, in the process of moving to open a new chapter of their lives in Wales.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla,  Garden Warbler  S. borin, Woodlark  Lullula arborea, Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major, Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Chiffchaff  P. collybita.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus,  Muntjac Muntiacus reevesi - running alongside Northern Track, trying to escape to the Great Wood. It made several attempts to force its way through the perimeter fence before heading south across the heath near the Loop Path. We were concerned it might damage itself by repeatedly colliding with the fence.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Peacock  Inachis io,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - male,  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines - several seen of both sexes,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi - several seen.  

Moths:  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - caterpillar.

Coleoptera:  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris,  Olive Willow Beetle  ???, Stipply Beetle  ???,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator - 7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata  ? Longhorn Beetle  - possibly a Rhagium sp. or Strangalia sp. - it had long patches of dull yellow along each wing case, but the beetle escaped before it could be photographed !

Hemiptera:  Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris - on pool exposed during the last tree-clearance operation,  Common Backswimmer  Notonecta glauca - in one of the central "Heath Pools".

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Slender Groundhopper  T. subulata.

Odonata:  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Four-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata,  Broad-bodied Chaser  L. depressa.

Hymenoptera:   Red/black Digger Wasp - not identified, but seen each year!

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Smooth Newt  Triturus vulgaris - three females seen in the newly-exposed pond, near Bracken Hills,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta, Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Bogbean  Menyanthes trifoliata - about eight flower spikes, Common Dog Violet  Viola riviniana,  Germander Speedwell  Veronica chamaedrys - patches near the newly-exposed pond and growing up a pond-side stump, Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Common Sorrel  Rumex acetosa,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica - Western Track (adjacent to Mire) and Northern Track (near "Frog Hollow"),  Dandelion  Taraxacum hamatum (Vulgaria),  Field Wood-rush  Luzula campestris,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis.

Not in flower:  Marsh Cinquefoil  Potentilla palustris - leaves,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus - leaves.

