BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 136       Dated 07.05.01

No 661    Sat. 05.05.01     A mixture of sun and cloud, cool breeze.

Colin Thompson, Andy Dolman, David Ruthven, Sigrid Sharp, Dave Beamish, Kate McNutt, Martin Lumley (Norwich), & Colin Penny = 8.

A COMBINED WORKING AND STUDY DAY

We welcomed Martin to the Group today. He learned of us from BTCV, and was hungry for manual work. In a bid to satisfy his zest for labour, we kitted him out with a spade, a bowsaw and loppers.  Firstly, the Group cut a channel just inside the entrance cattle grid to drain off the great pool of water which had prevented us taking the minibus through to our preferred resting spot.

Then, the Western Track was cut back ready for a guided walk being staged the next day. For most of us, it was time for studies to commence, but Martin still needed more action, so we left him, Andy and Kate to clear birch scrub from the north-western heath. They met up with the rest of us at lunchtime.

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola, Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa - two seen flying across heath,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita, Willow Warbler  P. trochilus, Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla - singing adjacent to western Track, Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos,  Linnet Acanthis cannabina.

Mammals:  Common Shrew Sorex araneus - heard squeaking in undergrowth,  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - a pair seen in the western mire area,  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus.

Hemiptera:  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina - on car park nettle,  Common Pond Skater Gerris lacustris - on large puddles along Southern Track.

Moths:  Birch Mocha  Cyclophora albipunctata - identified by David Ruthven. It is a geometer which inhabits heathland and birch woodland, and is active from May to August. An illustration can be seen on page 163 of Bob Gibbons' Field Guide to Insects,  Grey Dagger  Acronicta psi - photographed on Oak, the book says June to August - perhaps ours was impatient !  The name comes from the dagger-like markings on its wings. The larvae feed on Hawthorn, Blackthorn, and other trees. Illustrations can be found in Chinery and Gibbons.

Coloeoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator - on large puddle on Southern Track,  Minotaur Beetle Typhaeus typhoeus - male found on Northern Track, plus many burrows, Burying Beetle Silpha atrata - the snail eater,  Glow-Worm  Lampyris noctiluca - larva found under cut wood by Martin, and photographed beside the shell of its prey, Dark-lipped Banded Snail Cepaea nemoralis.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - north-western heath.

Opiliones:  Harvestman - small species, unidentified - two found under the piece of wood which housed the Glow-Worm larva.

Diplopoda:  Millipede  - not positively identified, but it resembled Schizophyllum sabulosum which is found on sandy soils and can be seen on page 299 of Chinery. The creature attempted escape by employing a rhythmic, sliding technique, as opposed to using its many legs.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - eastern mire,  Common Toad  Bufo bufo - a large female, photographed on Northern Track.

In flower:  Common Gorse Ulex europaeus,  Common Dog Violet  Viola riviniana,  Field Wood-rush  Luzula campestris,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris.

Not in flower:  Marsh Fern  Thelypteris palustris (thelypteroides) - lots of colts appearing at east end of mire,  Dog's Mercury  Mecurialis perennis - small plants growing just off Southern Track between car park and "lay-by".

No 662    Sun. 06.05.01    Sunny, but with a cool wind.

A GUIDED WALK STAGED FOR THE NORWICH GROUP OF "NATUREFRIENDS"

Some 40 members of this organisation were shown around the Valley Mire and Northern Heath areas by the Voluntary Warden. Most had not heard of the site, and many would like to visit again.

Coleoptera:  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris - a single was caught and shown to the visitors. The specimen, although mostly bright green, was unusual in having a bright blue patch at the bottom of its left wing case. The rarity was not photographed due to its early departure when released !

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  - a single male basking on north-west heath.

