BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 135       Dated 01.05.01

No 658    Sat. 28.04.01    A mixture of sun, cloud, and showers.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Andy Dolman, David Ruthven, Lindsay Emerson, Shelina Siraj, Helen "Red" Greaves, Kate McNutt, & Colin Penny = 9.

STUDY DAY

Today marked the "official" resumption of our activities at the Heath as a Group. As such a long lay-off had occurred, it was felt that a study day would be the most appropriate way to resume.

As we walked along the Southern Track, it became apparent that Norfolk Wildlife Trust staff had carried out controlled burning of vegetation adjacent to the most westerly Marsh Gentian sites. This task had been postponed from last Spring. Although quite successful, there was still quite a lot of standing vegetation, and, of course, plenty of  charred gorse stems to blacken the clothing of visitors for months to come!

Birds:  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus,  Woodlark  Lullula arborea - singing beautifully above the Northern Heath,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica - a single seen over the mire, Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes, Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla,  Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus - heard in Alder Wood.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - a pair seen.

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io.

Moths:  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - caterpillar seen in mire,  The Engrailed  Ectropis bistortata - photographed on Oak trunk,   Moth ?? - on Oak, unidentified, but photographed - see album No. 86.

Coleoptera:  Burying Beetle Silpha atrata - a predator of snails, it reaches deep into the shells to devour them,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator - one seen on the "Frog Hollow" puddle !  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris.

Hemiptera:  Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.

Diptera:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa - car park.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - a lovely bright green specimen which had probably sloughed its skin recently - beside the Northern Track,  Adder  Vipera berus - a few seen, including a female and a male on logs in Mervyn Williamson's meadows. The male came out to bask after we had scared it into cover. It seemed almost intrigued by our presence, and posed openly for our cameras, Slow-Worm  Anguis fragilis - just north of stream in central mire, Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Dandelion  Taraxacum hamatum (Vulgaria), Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica, Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Lesser Celandine  Ranunculus ficaria.

Not in flower:  Wood Sage  Teucrium scorodonia - in leaf.

No 659    Thurs 03.05.01        Sunny with a cold wind

The first of two consecutive early morning visits by the Voluntary Warden to try to spot those elusive Red Deer - but, of course, no luck !

Birds:  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina - a male in bright breeding plumage,  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur - on electricity line,  Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus, Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella.

No 660   Fri 04.05.01           Sunny with a cold wind

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emeriza citrinella,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina 

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - a single, feeding in vegetation just north of the stream line in the central mire.

