BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 132       Dated 04.02.01

No 653    Sat. 03.02.01        Wet start, then drier and brighter.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Phil Davison, Len Wise, Andy Dolman, Dave Beamish, Jane Edgar, Henry Walker, Nathalie Kausch, David Ruthven, Andy Wilkinson, Lydia Wilde (West London), & Colin Penny = 13.

We continued cutting and burning Gorse at the "usual" western mire work site. 

Our new person this week was Lydia (from UEA), who had a solid debut with scrub clearance and also assisted me with the water readings.

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus

No. 654    Sat. 10.02.01   Dry with a bitterly cold wind, rain at end.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Michelle Margot, Hamish Dublon, Lindsay Emerson, Shelina Siraj, David Ruthven, Dave Bevan, and Colin Penny = 10.

Continued clearance of straggly gorse at the western end of the mire. We have almost finished the work at this site - one more week to finalise should suffice. We will leave the larger, "clumpier" gorse for nesting birds.

We were amazed how could the wind was, considering it was not from the North. Today saw the return of Lindsay and Hamish after a gap of a few weeks, and also marked Len's last visit for a while. He is due for his final hernia operation on Tuesday 13.02.01.

Shelina gave her camera its heathland debut, taking almost as many shots as the Voluntary Warden - some achievement !

Birds:  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - near work site,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus - flushed from the Heathland Pools.

Mammals:  Fox  Vulpes vulpes - seen at Northern Heath by David Ruthven, prior to arrival of main Group.

No. 655    Sat. 17.02.01     Dry, with a mixture of sun and cloud.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Hamish Dublon, Jane Edgar, Henry Walker, Lydia Wilde, David Ruthven, Dave Bevan, Sigrid Sharp, Pete Burston, Sam Cartwright (Coventry), Katherine Boughey (Bradford), and Colin Penny = 13.

Our final Saturday at the work site at the western end of the Valley Mire. Today we finished cutting out the remaining straggly gorse, committing the cuttings to the bonfire in the process.

Two new ladies from UEA joined us, Sam and Katherine, friends of "Red" Greaves, I am told. Judging by their happy expressions, they appeared to have enjoyed their first outing.

Birds:  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - approximately three birds, flushed from the work site and also the wooded area adjacent to the northern heath, Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus - a small flock,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis - a few seen in the mire area,  Mute Swan  Cygnus olor - a pair flying side-by-side along the mire, coming from the Hevingham Lakes direction.

Moths :  Spring Usher  Agriopis leucophaeria - obviously a male found, as the female is entirely wingless !  This geometer is one of the first moths to appear, being found from January to April. The wing colouration varies considerably, with some specimens being black. Our specimen, as spotted by Phil, was more like that depicted on page 179 of Chinery's insect book. 

The larvae, green with yellowish lines, feed on Oak, and it is around the trunks and branches of Oak that one should look for the resting adult moths. 

David Ruthven pointed us in the right direction - this was his first sighting of the species at Buxton Heath since 1963. All being well, my photograph of "our" moth can be found in Album 85 of the photo archive.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammarus pulex - some seen in fast flowing water in the old Stream Arch location.

