BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 131       Dated 16.01.01

No 649    Sat. 06.01.01                         Sunny but cold.

No planned Group visit today, which was fortunate as I'd been suffering from influenza since New Year's Eve. I wrapped up well and went to the Heath to collect Dirk's water readings.

Birds:  Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus

Mammals:  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus

No. 650    Sun. 13.01.01                       Sunny but cold.

Still suffering from the dreaded flu bug, but once again, I prepared to do my duty!  On both of these visits, I took photographs of the clearance work taking place at the Woodland Spine. At this stage, we have just the top half of the Spine remaining.

Birds:  Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus,  Magpie  Pica pica.

Araneae:  Orb Spider  Agalenatea redii - 2nd variant (as depicted top-right on page 257 of Dick Jones' book on spiders). This has two cream-coloured "commas" on the folium (abdomen). This specimen found on one of the piezo tubes!

No. 651    Sat. 20.01.01    Overcast, icy, thick mist in mire (p.m.)

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Michelle Margot, Andy Dolman, Helen "Red" Greaves, Dave Bevan, David Ruthven, Andy Wilkinson (brief visit), & Colin Penny = 9.

We continued clearing and burning the cut brash at the western end of the mire. The site was frozen very hard, making walking quite difficult along solid tracks and over solid Molinia tussocks. The icy weather also caused havoc with Dirk's water readings, with eight of the fourteen tubes unreadable due to ice build-up. The worst was 4.2 which, once again had a giant "lolli-pop" inside, this time, over 2' long!

Birds:  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - 2 flushed during the day, one of which was very close to our work site,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus - seen in mixed flock with: Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus and Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus, 

 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba - overflight,  Redwing  Turdus iliacus - flock of 10 overflying.

Fungi:  King Alfred's Cakes  Daldinia concentrica - on decaying Birch,  Bracket Fungi  Coriolus versicolor  (Trametes) - on decaying Birch.

No. 652    Sat. 27.01.01    Light rain showers until sunny at 1430 !

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, David Ruthven, Michelle Margot, Helen "Red" Greaves, Judith Stone, Catriona Corfield, Dave Bevan, Katherine Shepherd (Hampshire), Shelina Siraj (Norwich, but of Bangladeshi origins), & Colin Penny = 11.

As well as the return of Catriona after time in Japan, the Lake District, and now Grimsby, we were joined at lunchtime by Jo Tuck and Claire Paybody, the latter, also back after teaching English in Japan. So we had quite a reunion.

We also had two new ladies, Katherine and Shelina, who, despite getting soaked by rain, thoroughly enjoyed their first time out with us.

We continued cutting and burning Gorse and Birch scrub from the western end of the mire.

During the week, the contractors had returned to our "side of the fence" from Mervyn Willamson's meadows. They have cleared further areas north of what was the Stream Arch, including the removal of some of the large Oaks and Birches. The site is now becoming very open, but we feel that we could be in for a floral treat by the time summer arrives.

Birds:  Canada Goose  Branta canadensis - overflight,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - flushed from near piezo station 7.

Fungi:  Unidentified Fungi - photograph taken.

In flower:  Common gorse  Ulex europaeus, Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris.

