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When I arrived at UEA, Cornelia Auer was waiting at the Porters' Lodge. She was there to say goodbye as, on Tuesday 21st November, she is due to fly back to her native Austria. She'll spend some time at home before starting her temporary job at a ski resort in Switzerland. As with Christian's departure a few weeks ago, I find that saying goodbye to dear friends on a Saturday morning very frustrating as there is so little time available. However, Phil kindly took a couple of "farewell" photographs for the record. I have contact details if anyone would like to keep in touch with our "Queen of the Strudel".
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SCRUB CLEARANCE AT WESTERN END OF VALLEY MIRE + SITE MANAGEMENT MEETING

We started clearance work adjacent to the Western Track. Birch saplings were threatening to take over the open aspect of this section. 

Towards lunchtime, we were joined by Harry Bowell of Norfolk Wildlife Trust and Andy Millar of English Nature. We were given details of the next round of clearance work, designed to return the site to its former glory.

The work will commence in mid-December, and run until February. Most of the wooded area north of the stream source will be removed by contractors using the same winching method which has been so successful in the past. NWT staff will be using their tractor-mounted machine to cut the extensive areas of Common Gorse which lie immediately south of the stream source.

Birds:  Snipe Gallinago gallinago (flock of 4), Kestrel Falco tinnunculus, Pheasant Phasianus colchicus (male flushed from mire), Green Woodpecker Picus viridis (heard calling).

Fungi:  Bright yellow, gelatinous fungi on dead gorse branches Tremella mesenterica.

Hemiptera:  Marsh Damsel Bug  Dolichonabis limbatus.

