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  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 120      Dated 08.10.00

No 636    Sat. 07.10.00           Slightly overcast with late rain.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, David Ruthven, Ellie Owen, Veronica Fish, Rachel Billson, Amy Boud, Judith Stone, Kate Mcnutt, Anna Robinson (Morecambe), Mark Harvey (Leicester), Rowan Martin (Devon), Melissa Gemmer (Philadelphia, USA), Natalie Delidjani (London, British/Iranian), Helen "Red" Greaves (Lancashire), & Colin Penny = 18.

GORSE CLEARANCE AT THE NORTH-WEST CORNER OF THE SITE

Birds:  Green Woodpecker Picus viridis (heard near work-site).

Colepotera:  Violet Ground Beetle Carabus violaceus, 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata.

No. 637           Sat. 14.10.00     Mostly overcast, but dry.

Colin Thompson, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Liz Webb, Nathalie Kausch, Lindsay Emerson, David Ruthven, Andy Dolman, Doug Arkell, Dave Beamish, Jessica "Jess" Watson (Dorchester, Dorset), Laura Fish & young son Joshua Betton (Cornwall) + me = 14.

There was another surprise visit, when Christine "Crispy" Croton arrived, accompanied by her parents Don and Muriel (+ family pet, "Bob-Dog"). Christine had just returned from Ireland. She'd been studying Corncrakes and liaising with farmers in a bid to delay mowing times, thereby enabling Corncrake young to leave the nests before the blades moved in.

SCRUB CLEARANCE  AT THE NORTH-WEST CORNER OF THE SITE

We continued where we'd left off last week, clearing tall Gorse from inside the perimeter fence and exposing former Adder basking sites along the northern boundary bank. The Northern Track had also become overgrown in parts, and received attention. Others worked on invasive scrub on the main body of the heath. Little Joshua, under the close supervision of his mum Laura, used a small pair of loppers to help us with the work! 

Birds:  Green Woodpecker Picus viridis, Jay Garrulus glandarius.

Herptiles:  Slow-worm Anguis fragilis.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata.

In flower:  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis, Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula.

