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No 634    Sat. 09.09.00          Hot and sunny.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Nathalie Kausch, Lindsay Emerson, David Ruthven, & Colin Penny = 6.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Long-tailed Tit Aegithelos caudatus,  Blue Tit Parus caeruleus, Snipe Gallinago gallinago, Green Woodpecker Picus viridis.

Moths:  Vapourer Moth Orgyia antiqua (males flying around mire willows),  Brimstone Opisthograptis luteolata (in bus),  Silver Y Autographa gamma.

Butterflies: Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta,  Clouded Yellow Colias croceus,  Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae,  Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas,  Common Blue Polyommatus icarus,  Large White Pieris brassicae,  Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni (both sexes), Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria.
Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata, Olive-coloured beetle on Willow ?????????????  Diving Beetle Acillus suleatus ??? Wood-boring Beetle Glischrochilus hortensis (black with four orange spots on wing cases), Green Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris (on "Loop Path").

Orthoptera: Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis, Slender Groundhopper  Tetrix subulata,  Oak Bush-cricket  Meconema thalassinum (male).

Hemiptera: Green Leafhopper  Cicadella viridis, Ground Bug Alydus calcaratus (black, but reveals orange warning patch when taking to flight), Common Green Shield Bug Palomena prasina.

Odonata:  Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea, Migrant Hawker A. mixta.

Plant Galls:  Bedeguar Gall or Robin's pincushion, caused by Gall Wasp Diplolepis rosae (on Rose in the mire Rosa sp.)

In flower:  Western Gorse Ulex gallii,  Ling Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus uliginosus,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis, Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Tormentil Potentilla erecta,  Rose Bay Willowherb Epilobium angustifolium, Marsh Willowherb 

E. palustre, Great Willowherb E. hirsutum, Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,   Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Quaking Grass Briza media,   Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Bugle  Ajuga reptans, Hemp Agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris, Yarrow  Achillea millefolium, Black Knapweed  

Centaurea nigra,  Self-heal Prunella vulgaris,  Common Cotton Grass Eriophorum angustifolium.

Thurs. 21.09.00      A visit by David Ruthven   Sunny, hot.

Birds:  House Martin  Delichon urbica - over 100 seen on the electricity cables, ready for migration,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis - three seen,  Jay Garrulus glandarius,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus, Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus

Butterflies:  Clouded Yellow  Colias croceus - two seen, one of which was the pale form Helice,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas - eight seen, Peacock  Inachis io, Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta, Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui,  Comma  Polygonia c-album,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria
Moths: Pale Mottled Willow  Caradrina clavipalpis 

Odonata:  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum - sixteen seen, flying in tandem !   Ruddy Darter  S. sanguineum - fourteen seen.

Hymenoptera:  Hornet  Vespa crabro - Four on an Oak which was oozing sap, along with eleven Common Wasp  Vespula vulgaris

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - a four-foot female basking on the southernmost "stump mountain", plus several sloughed skins found there,  Adder  Vipera berus - two seen basking on the other "stump  mountain".

In flower:  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris - twenty-four flowering plants counted.

