BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 117       Dated 05.09.00

No 633    Sat. 02.09.00    Sun, cloud, and a heavy shower to end.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Len Wise, David Ruthven & Colin Penny = 5.

It was a lovely surprise to have Bridget Matthews back on the site. Bridget last came out with us about three years ago. Since then she has been teaching English in Japan. Her site visit, with her friend Jane, was a fleeting one as she was due to fly back to Japan on Thursday 7th August. 

INSTALLING PROTECTIVE COVERS FOR MARSH GENTIANS, AND THEN STUDY.

Colin Thompson had, prior to today, fashioned some "Gentian-covers" out of wire netting. With the help of David Ruthven, Colin set about installing them over some of the Gentians which were about to finish flowering. The idea is to protect the seed heads being eaten by cattle or rabbits before they have had a chance to set seed. Thanks to Colin for this initiative.

Just when we said that Adders basking with Grass Snakes is so unusual, David and I (Colin P.) witnessed it again!  It was on the same ledge of the stump pile, but with a small male Adder in place of the larger female seen on 5th August (Issue 114). Sadly, no photos were taken this time as the Adder fled quickly, and we didn't even notice the 2' Grass Snake until it moved!

Moths:  Silver Y Autographa gamma.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria,  Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta, Common Blue Polyommatus icarus (female), Painted Lady Cynthia cardui, Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae.

Coleoptera: 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata.

Odonata:  Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea, Migrant Hawker A. mixta,  Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum. 

Hemiptera:  Shield Bug Picromerus bidens (points on "shoulders" - several seen on birch, including a mating pair).

Diptera:  Hover-fly Syrphus ribesii.

Araneae:  Garden Spider Araneus diadematus, Four-spotted Orb Spider A. quadratus.

Plant Galls:  Bedstraw Shoot Gall Geocrypta gallii.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake Natrix natrix, Adder Vipera berus, Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara, Slow-worm Anguis fragilis, Common Frog Rana temporaria.

Mollusca:  Great Black Slug Arion ater
In flower:   Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Tormentil Potentilla erecta,  Devil's-bit Scabious Succisa pratensis, Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus uliginosus, Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris, Western Gorse Ulex gallii, Bell Heather Erica cinerea,  Marsh Gentian Gentiana pneuminanthe, Ling Calluna vulgaris, Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix, Eyebright Euphrasia sp., Grass of Parnassus Parnassia palustris (9 clumps near piezo station 4), Red Clover Trifolium pratense,   Marsh Willowherb Epilobium palustre, Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile,  Common Cotton Grass Eriophorum angustifolium, Water Mint Mentha aquatica, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris.

Not in flower:  Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia (a new colony found west of the large willow "island" in the central mire area).

