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STUDY DAY

Birds:  Swallow Hirundo rustica (a few hunting over the mire)  Green Woodpecker Picus viridis,  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major, Jay Garrulus glandarius. 
Moths:  Silver Y Autographa gamma (many), Angle Shades Phlogophora meticulosa.

Butterflies:  Painted Lady Cynthia cardui, Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas,  Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, Silver-studded Blue (male) Plebejus argus,  Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria, Peacock Inachis io.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket Metrioptera brachyptera, Oak Bush-cricket Meconema thalassinum (dead), Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis.

Odonata:  Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis, Migrant Hawker A. mixta (a flock of about a dozen on the Northern Track), Black Darter Sympetrum danae (4 or 5 seen, and maybe a mating pair), Common Darter S. striolatum,  Ruddy Darter S. sanguineum.

Hemiptera:  Common Green Shield Bug Palomena prasina.

Diptera:  House-fly Mesembrina meridiana (a few on fresh cattle dung - distinctive orange-yellow patches near base of wings).

Hymenoptera:  Honey Bee Apus mellifera, Mining Bee Colletes succinctus (Christian found several visiting nest burrows along the centre of the entrance track).

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle Gyrinus natator (on stream), Yellow Longhorn Beetle Strangalia maculata, Gorse Weevil Apion ulicis (Debbie found several tiny weevils in a seed pod of the Common Gorse Ulex europaeus).

Plant Galls:  Wing-like galls caused by the Fungus Taphrina amentorum (on the cones of Alder Alnus glutinosa).

Araneae:  Four-spotted Orb Spider Araneus quadratus, Garden Spider A. diadematus.

Opiliones: Harvestman Phalangium opilio.

Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback Gasterosteus aculeatus (a pair netted from the stream for examination).

Mammals:  Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake Natrix natrix (a six inch youngster caught and photographed in Mervyn Williamson's northern meadow), Adder Vipera berus,  Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara, Common Frog Rana temporaria.

In flower:  Ling Calluna vulgaris, Western Gorse Ulex gallii, Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix, Bell Heather E. cinerea, Black Knapweed Centaurea nigra,    Devil's-bit Scabious Succisa pratensis,  Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus uliginosus, Marsh Willowherb Epilobium palustre, Fen Bedstraw Galium uliginosum,  Water Mint Mentha aquatica,  Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula,  Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre (incl. white varieties), Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris,  Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara, Bogbean Menyanthes trilfoliata, Marsh Lousewort Pedicularis palustris, Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris, Eyebright Euphrasia sp., Red Clover Trifolium pratense,   Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris, Marsh Gentian Gentiana pneumonanthe.  

