BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 115       Dated 21.08.00

No 631    Sat. 19.08.00           Mostly sunny.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Hamish Dublon, Phil Davison, Nathalie Kausch, Debbie Jackson, Kevin Lewis, David Ruthven, Cornelia Auer, Meri Martell (Barcelona, Spain), Jorge Peralta (Cochabamba, Bolivia), & Colin Penny = 12.

STUDY DAY

With the arrival of Jorge from South America, we can now claim to be a "world-wide" Group, as we have had at least one representative from each of the five continents among our ranks. It was pleasing to welcome our new friends with such a lovely sunny day, ideal for studying the flora and fauna of the site.

Birds:  
Moths:  Silver Y Autographa gamma, Blue-bordered Carpet Plemyria rubiginata rubiginata, Antler Moth Cerapteryx graminis.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White Artogeia napi, Small Skipper Thymelicus flavus, Essex Skipper T. lineola, Painted Lady Cynthia cardui, Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria, Common Blue Polyommatus icarus, Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta, Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina, Peacock Inachis io, Comma Polygonia c-album,  Wall Brown Lasiommata megera, Clouded Yellow Colias croceus (A single - the first sighting for approximately four years).

Coleoptera:  Dor Beetle Geotrupes stercorarius (Southern Track), Whirligig Beetle Gyrinus natator (on stream near Stream Arch), 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis, Bog Bush-cricket Metrioptera brachyptera, Common Groundhopper Tetrix undulata, Slender Groundhopper T. subulata.

Hemiptera:  Common Green Shield Bug Palomena prasina (nymph), Common Pond Skater Gerris lacustris, Green Leafhopper Cicadella viridis. 
Herptiles:  Adder Vipera berus, Grass Snake Natrix natrix  (one 24" specimen which left a complete shed skin behind, a 6", newly-emerged youngster in the cleared area at the east end (also three shed skins from young on the older "wood-chip mountain"), plus a few other sightings, Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara, Common Frog Rana temporaria, Common Toad Bufo bufo  (on Western Track).

Molluscs:  Black Slug  Arion ater

In flower:  Grass of Parnassus Parnassia palustris (in flower near Stream Arch, but none found near piezo site 4), Marsh Lousewort Pedicularis palustris, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris (in the newly cleared area), Marsh Gentian Gentiana pneumonanthe (a few in flower in the cages and elsewhere, but down in number), Black Knapweed Centaurea nigra, Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca, Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix, Bell Heather E. cinerea, Ling Calluna vulgaris, Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre (including some white variants), Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus uliginosus, Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula, Marsh Willowherb Epilobium palustre, Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, Square-stemmed St John's-wort Hypericum tetrapterum, Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Tormentil Potentilla erecta, Water Mint Mentha aquatica, Fen Bedstraw Galium uliginosum, Red Clover Trifolium pratense, Eyebright Euphrasia sp., Hawkweed species Hieracium sp. (not identified, but photograph in album No. 80).

Not in flower:  Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.  (bearing blackberries).   

