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  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 114       Dated 07.08.00

No 630    Sat. 05.08.00           Mostly sunny after a cloudy start.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Hamish Dublon, Phil Davison, Tracey Hobbs, Nathalie Kausch, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Lindsay Emerson, David Ruthven  & Colin Penny = 11.

STUDY DAY

Today we had two unusual sightings. One was a day-flying Nightjar which had been flushed from the north-eastern heath by some of the Group. It flew towards "Woodland Spine" not knowing that the rest of us were making our way along the lower path of "Bracken Hills". Therefore, we had a good view as it flew over us and into the tree cover. The bird was identified as a male by its white markings. 

The second unusual sighting was at one of  the stump-piles left by the contractors. Adders were seen basking on one of the lower "terraces", and Grass Snakes on the upper terrace - or so it was thought !  Closer examination with binoculars showed that a large Grass Snake was actually "coiled-up" with a brick-red Adder !!  Although reddish in colour, the Adder had the tell-tale black zig-zag patterning.

It is well-known that during hibernation, these species will co-exist quite happily in underground burrows, but we had not heard reports of communal basking, as we witnessed today.

Group members will, no doubt, claim a third, notable sighting. This would relate to the unfortunate Voluntary Warden plummeting through the vegetation layer up to pocket-level in rusty, iron-stained mud and water. I had obviously found a hole left by stump removal. The moment was captured for future generations by Lindsay in time-honoured fashion once my camera equipment had been rescued from a watery grave. 

Birds:   Woodlark Lullula arborea (north-east heath), Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker Picus viridis, Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur.

Moths:  Beautiful Golden Y  Autographa pulchrina OR Plain Golden Y A. jota, Silver Y A. gramma, Festoon Apoda limacodes,  Common Footman Eilema lurideola, Ling Pug Eupithecia goossensiata (small purplish-pink larvae seen).

Butterflies:  Green-veined White Artogeia napi, Large White Pieris brassicae, Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina, Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni, Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae, Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas, Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta, Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria, Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus, Large Skipper Ochlodes venata, Painted Lady Cynthia cardui, Small Skipper Thymelicus flavus,  Comma Polygonia c-album,  Purple Hairstreak Quercusia quercus,  Wall Brown  Lasiommata megera.

Coleoptera:  Yellow Longhorn Beetle Strangalia maculata, 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata, Leaf Beetle Phaedon cochleariae.

Odonata:  Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata, Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans, Ruddy Darter (x3) Sympetrum sanguineum, Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis, Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula, Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis, Dark Bush-cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera.

Hemiptera:  Common Green Shield Bug Palomena prasina, Shield Bug Picromerus bidens (points on "shoulders"), Common Froghopper Philaenus spumarius, Green Leafhopper Cicadella viridis.

Araneae:  Garden Spider Araneus diadematus, Wolf Spider Pisaura miribilis.

Hymenoptera:  Ichneumon Fly Amblyteles armatorius (or something similar !).

Plant Galls:  Tassle Gall formed by Jumping Plant Louse Livia juncorum (on Soft Rush Juncus effusus),  Stem Gall formed by Gall Wasp Aulacidea hieracii  (on Hawkweed  Hieracium sp.)

Opiliones: Harvestman Phalangium opilio.

Herptiles:  Adder Vipera berus (several seen, at various locations), Grass Snake Natrix natrix (approx. 9 specimens seen, and two sloughed skins recovered - one of them approx. one metre long - see main note in the introduction), Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara, Common Frog Rana temporaria.

Mammalia:  Rabbit  Oyctolagus cuniculus  (2 seen).

In flower:  Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare, Marsh Thistle C. palustre (including one white-flowered specimen), Tormentil Potentilla erecta, Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix, Bell Heather E. cinerea, Ling Calluna vulgaris (in bud), Western Gorse Ulex gallii, Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris, Red Clover Trifolium pratense, Marsh Gentian Gentiana pneumonanthe, Fen Bedstraw Galium uligonosum, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus uliginosus,  Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Rosebay Willowherb Epilobium angustifolium, Marsh Willowherb E. palustre, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris, Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula, Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca, Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea, Heath Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza maculata (possible hybrid), Water Mint Mentha aquatica, Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Bog Pimpernel Anagallis tenella, Climbing Corydalis Coydalis claviculata, Heath Speedwell Veronica officinalis (on firebreak side), Self-heal Prunella vulgaris (on firebreak side), Square-stemmed St John's-wort Hypericum tetrapterum,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara.

Not in flower:  Aspen Populus tremula - A "new" species for our records, pointed out to us by David Ruthven. Although it has been growing at the site for years. We just hadn't recognised it!  In leaf, it looks very similar to Birch, and out of leaf, the trunks give the impression of small Oaks. However, in leaf, it is quite easy to distinguish from birch as any breeze blowing through it causes the leaves to tremble and make a sound much like running water. Many of the leaves examined hosted galls of the Gall Mite Phyllocoptes populi,  which were positively identified by county gall recorder Rex Hancey.

