BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 113       Dated 02.08.00

No 629    Sat. 29.07.00       A mixture of sun and cloud, with a communal "drowning" at the end !

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, John Harrison, Helen Deavin, David Ruthven, Doug Arkell, Liz Webb, Andy Wilkinson & Colin Penny = 9.

STUDY DAY

It was nice to have Liz back with us. Work commitments have restricted her to just three visits in three years, but she remains an enthusiastic supporter of BHWG. 

At about 1600, as we were all at the most northerly part of the site, a thunder storm arrived, sending us diving for cover under some small trees. After a while, the rain got heavier, and, already drenched, we decided to walk back to the minibus - we couldn't get any wetter !

Birds:  Swallow Hirundo rustica, Yellowhammer Emeriza citrinella, Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis (three, on Thistle heads in the mire), Linnet Acanthis cannabina (a small flock), Long-tailed Tit Aegithelos caudatus (a small flock mixed with Great Tits - near Western Track), Great Tit Parus major.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake Natrix natrix, Adder Viperus berus, Common Frog Rana temporaria.

Moths:  Common Heath Ematurga atomaria (male).

Butterflies: Green-veined White Artogeia napi, Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina, Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus, Large Skipper Ochlodes venatus, White Admiral  Limenitis camilla (northern boundary).

Coleoptera:  Leaf Beetle Phaedon cochleariae, Yellow Longhorn Beetle Strangalia maculata, 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata, Rove Beetle (with six gold spots on abdomen - unidentified).

Odonata:  Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans, Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum, Southern Hawker Aeshnacyanea, Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa (male, in car park !), Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula.

Diptera:  Hover-fly Syrphus ribesii.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis, Bog Bush-cricket Metrioptera brachyptera, Dark Bush-cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera.

Araneae:  Wolf Spider  Pisaura mirabilis
Mollusca:  Black Slug Arion ater
In flower:  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Herb Robert  Geranium robertianum,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica, Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Black Medick  Medicago lupulina,  White Clover  Trifolium repens,  Red Clover  T. pratense,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe, Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  White Beak-sedge  Rhynchospira alba,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  Common Cotton Grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea, Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  White Bryony  Bryonia cretica,  Rose Bay Willowherb  Epilobium angustifolium,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Western Gorse  Ulex europaeus.

