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No 625    Sat. 08.07.00          Slightly overcast.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Nathalie Kausch, Michelle Margot,   Helen Deavin, Doug Arkell, David Ruthven, Veronica Fish, Kevin Lewis, Colin Penny + Dirk Boeye (from Antwerp University) = 11.

STUDY DAY + OBSERVING AND ASSISTING WITH DIRK'S HYDROLOGICAL STUDIES

Dirk Boeye had actually arrived on Thursday 6th July, but we could not meet up with him until Saturday 8th. Most of the Group spent the day observing and logging species, whilst I (Colin P.) helped Dirk with his work. Michelle found Dirk's studies especially interesting, and Dirk "recruited" her as his assistant for the day. Michelle measured the acidity and conductivity of water samples, using Dirk's latest "magic box" technology.

During the morning, Phil, Nathalie, and Michelle pitched their tents next to that of Dirk on the Hevingham Lakes camp site. They would stay overnight to study, and for the sheer fun of it!  Also during the morning, we collected four tables from the village hall and dropped them off to Jenny Giles' stable block for easy collection on the Sunday morning.

Birds:   Woodlark Lullula arborea (north-east heath), Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus (2 males, 1 female seen on Sat night by our "overnight crew"), Woodcock Scolopax rusticola (2 birds roding - also seen at night), Blue Tit Parus caeruleus (10 seen), Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus (20 seen), Kestrel Falco tinnunculus, Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella.

Moths:  The Festoon Apoda limacodes, Brown China-mark Nymphula nymphaeata, Yellow-tail Euproctis similis, Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth Hemaris fuciformis (+ caterpillar - photo in album 78), Blackneck Lygephila pastinum, Drinker Philudoria potatoria, 5-spot Burnet Zygaena trifolii, Straw Dot Rivula sericealis, Purple-bordered Gold Idaea muricata.  

Butterflies:  Large Skipper Ochlodes venata, Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus (14 males, 2 females), Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina, White Admiral Limenitis camilla, Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus, Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria.

Coleoptera: Yellow Longhorn Strangalia maculata, Glow-worm Lampyris noctiluca (3 observed at eastern boundary on Sat night by the "overnight crew"), Water Beetle Agabus bipustulatus, Click Beetle Prosternon tessellatum, Leaf Beetle Phaedon cochleariae.

Hemiptera:  Common Pond Skater Gerris lacustris.

Odonata:  Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella, Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum (female), Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator, Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum, Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa (female), Four-spotted Chaser L. quadrimaculata.

Araneae:  Crab Spider Misumena vatia, Comb-footed Spider Theridion pallens, Wolf Spider Pisaura mirabilis.

Hymenoptera:  Ichneumon Fly Protichneumon pisorius (or very similar species), Bumble Bee Bombus lucorum.

Plant Galls:  Oak leaf Red Pea-gall, caused by Gall Wasp Cynips divisa, Bracken frond pinnule-roll, caused by Fly Chirosia parvicornis.

Herptiles:  Adder Vipera berus, Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara, Grass Snake Natrix natrix (One 2ft specimen, one 3ft specimen), Slow-worm Anguis fragilis, Common Frog Rana temporaria.

Molluscs:  White-lipped Banded Snail Cepaea hortensis.

Mammals:  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus (2 seen by David Ruthven).

In flower:  Enchanter's Nightshade Circaea lutetiana, Square-stemmed St John's-wort Hypericum tetrapterum, Wood Sage Teucrium scorodonia, Tormentil Potentilla  erecta, Climbing Corydalis Corydalis claviculata, Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara, Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, Marsh Lousewort Pedicularis palustris, Marsh Helleborine Epipactus palustris, Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor, Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus uliginosus, Common Cotton-grass Eriophorum angustifolium, Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea, Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa, Greater Plantain Plantago major, Meadow Thistle Cirsium palustre, Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Quaking Grass Briza media, Red Clover Trifolium pratense, Fen Bedstraw Galium uliginosum, Marsh Cinquefoil Potentilla palustris, White Beak-sedge Rhynchospira alba, Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia, Bog Pimpernel Anagallis tenella.

