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  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 107       Dated 11.07.00

No 623    Tues. 27.06.00    Visit to KALMTHOUTSE HEIDE (Kalmthoutse Heath), north of Antwerp, Belgium.

Dr Dirk Boeye (University of Antwerp), Mr Yves Bruggeman, & Colin Penny (Voluntary Warden of Buxton Heath).

The three of us spent all day exploring this 3000 hectare site, which lies north of Antwerp and extends almost to the Dutch border.

Kalmthoutse is quite unique in character, and yet the open plains and meres are reminiscent of Norfolk's Breckland, whilst the deep sandy stretches remind one of the North Norfolk coast.

The drifting sand dunes regularly change the profile of the site. We saw trees which had at least one-third of their trunks engulfed by such drifts. The Birch (Berk) Betula sp. is less tolerant of such burial than Pine (Den), and we saw several birches standing as dead wood.

Heather, Marram Grass, Grey Hair-grass, Sand Sedge, and Shaggy Hair Moss, all battle to stabilise the shifting sands. 

Dirk told us about the sizeable colony of Smooth Snakes (Gladde Ringslang) Coronella austriaca to be found at Kalmthoutse, but our search of the suggested area proved fruitless.  

Amfibieen (Amphibians):
Rana esculenta         Groene Kikker             Edible Frog
R. temporaria             Bruine Kikker              Common Frog
Reptielen (Reptiles):
Lacerta vivipara      Levendbarende Hagedis    Common Lizard 

Kevers (Beetles):
Cicindela hybrida    Bruine Zandloopkever     Tiger Beetle
Gnorimus nobilis     Meikever                          Chafer

Waterjuffers (Damselflies);
Coenagrion puella           Azuurwaterjuffer      Azure Damselfly

Lestes sponsa         Gewone Pantserjuffer   Emerald Damselfly
Spinnen (Spiders):
Pisaura mirabilis             Wolfsspin                 Wolf Spider

Theridion pallens     Kleine Boskogelspin    Comb-footed Spider         

(The tiny female constructs a white, pointed egg sac on underside of leaf (usually Oak), and stands guard until the young emerge).

?? Salticus zebraneus ??    Zebraspin            Zebra Spider

Galwespen (Gall Wasps):
Cynips longiventris         Galwesp                Warted Pea Gall

               (Red & White Striped gall on underside of Oak leaf   -                                        "Stuitergal" op de onderkant van eikenbladeren)                                        

Vogels (Birds):
Anthus pratensis        Graspieper                     Meadow Pipit

Motacilla cinerea        Grote Gele Kwikstaart   Grey Wagtail      

Fringilla coelebs         Vink                                Chaffinch

Luscinia svecica         Blauwborst                     Bluethroat

Garrulus glandarius    Vlaamse Gaai                Jay

Corvus corone corone  Zwarte Kraai                Carrion Crow

Buteo buteo                 Buizerd                         Buzzard

Wantsen (Bugs):
Gerris lacustris         Schaatsenrijder        Common Pond Skater

Sabelsprinkhanen (Bush-crickets):
Conocephalus dorsalis   Rietsprinkhaan    Short-winged Conehead

Graafwespen (Digger Wasps):
Ammophila sabulosa       Rupsendoder        Sand Digger Wasp

Vlinders (Butterflies):
Ochlodes venatus        Groot Dikkopje             Large Skipper

Polyommatus icarus     Icarusblauwtje             Common Blue

Planten (Plants):

Calluna vulgaris            Struikhei                        Ling

Hypericum perforatum  Sint-Janskruid    Perforate St John's-wort

Erica tetralix                Gewone Dophei       Cross-leaved Heath
Epilobium angustifolium  Wilgeroosje       Rosebay Willowherb

Rhynchospira alba        Witte Snavelbies    White Beak-sedge
R. fusca                        Bruine Snavelbies   Brown Beak-sedge

Drosera intermedia    Kleine Zonnedauw   Oblong-leaved Sundew

Narthecium ossifragum    Beenbreek            Bog Asphodel

Prunella vulgaris            Gewone Brunel         Self-heal

Digitalis purpurea    Gewoon Vingerhoedskruid    Foxglove 

                                                                               (white variant)

Ammophila arenaria         Helmgras                    Marram

Corynephorus canescens   Buntgras            Grey Hair-grass
Carex arenaria                  Zandzegge                 Sand Sedge
Betula pendula                 Ruwe Berk                 Silver Birch

Alnus glutinosa                 Zwarte Els                    Alder

Quercus robur                   Zomereik             Pedunculate Oak

Pinus sylvestris                 Grove Den               Scots Pine
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Rana esculenta (Edible Frog) in a large pool at Kalmthoutse Heide
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 A mating pair of Cicindela hybrida (Tiger Beetles) scuttle across the white sands of Kalmthoutse








