BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 104       Dated 06.06.00

No 620    Sat. 03.06.00           Sunny, overcast,sunny !

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Hamish Dublon, Phil Davison, Nathalie Kausch, Martina Napitupulu & her daughter Monica, Christian Röttger, Michelle Margot, Lindsay Emerson, Lucy Boyles   & Colin Penny = 12.

We were delighted to have a surprise visit by one of our own who has been missing for a while, namely Nikki Lightfoot. Not only that, she brought along her parents, John and Sally, for a nice long wander around the site. Nikki, once again, is the English Nature summer Warden at Hoveton Great Broad. 

STUDY DAY

Birds:   Woodlark Lullula arborea (Valley Mire - a single singing from the electricity wire !) Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus, Cuckoo Cuculus canorus (heard), Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus, Chiffchaff P. collybita, Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella, Moorhen Gallinula chloropus (flew up from newly-cleared mire).

Moths:  Common Heath Ematurga atomaria (beside Western Track).

Butterflies:  Common Blue Polyommatus icarus  (3 seen on Water Cress in the mire, including a mating pair),  Green-veined White Artogeia napi, Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas (Valley Mire near Stream Arch), Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni (male, near "Lay-by").

Mammals:  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus  (3 seen north of the large "wood-chip mountain by the Lightfoot family), Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus.

Coleoptera: Wasp Beetle Clytus arietis (at "Lay-by" - found on Monica's arm !)  Leaf Beetle Phaedon cochleariae (small, irridescent, blue-green beetle, usually found in large numbers on wetland plants - today it was found in the newly-cleared area of mire), Rove Beetle sp. (6 gold spots on abdomen - unidentified), 2-spot Ladybird Adalia bipunctata  (a variant with large red spots which merged), Longhorn Beetle Rhagium bifasciatum, Large Pine Weevil Hylobius abietis, Green Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris, Leaf Beetle Luperus longicornis, Garden Chafer Phyllopertha horticola.

Odonata: Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula, Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans, Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella, Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata, Broad-bodied Chaser L. depressa, Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea. 

Hemiptera:  Common Pond Skater Gerris lacustris, NOTE: "Cuckoo-spit", the frothy mass which protects Froghopper nymphs from predators, was abundant.  

Araneae: Wolf Spider Pisaura mirabilis, Orb-web Spider Araniella cucurbitina. 

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper Tetrix undulata (near Stream Arch)

Misc. insects:  Spider Hunting Wasp (not identified - black, red abdomen, wings constantly flicking), 
Herptiles: Common Frog Rana temporaria, Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara (on a scrub island in the "new" mire), Adder Vipera berus (a very young, brick-red adder, almost trodden on by Lindsay on the Northern Track - it briefly struck at her boot, and quickly slid into cover), Grass Snake Narrix natrix (found by Phil on the stream bank in Mervyn's meadows), Slow-worm Anguis fragilis (a 12" lizard, bronze with blue underside, found by Dave on the Western Track and photographed).

Plant galls:  Bedstraw Shoot Gall Geocrypta gallii  (swelling at tip of Fen Bedstraw).

Molluscs: Dark-lipped Banded Snail Cepaea nemoralis

In flower:  Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor, Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula, Tormentil Potentilla erecta, Common Butterwort Pinguicula vulgaris (2 plants found, with their purple violet-like flowers, near piezo station 4), Watercress Nasturtium officinale, Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica, Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Marsh Cinquefoil Potentilla palustris, Black Bog-rush Schoenus nigricans, Lady's Smock Cardamine pratensis, Common Twayblade Listera ovata (in Mervyn Williamson's meadows - some flowers unfolded), Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica (Northern and Western Tracksides), Marsh Lousewort P. palustris, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris, Herb Robert Geranium robertianum, Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris, Common Vetch Vicia sativa (Southern trackside), Common Figwort Scrophularia nodosa, Red Campion Silene dioica, Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea, Common Cleavers Galium aparine (car park), Broom Cytisus scoparius, Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile, Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa, Early Marsh Orchid D. incarnata (including a single white variety, which was photographed), Heath Spotted Orchid D. maculata, Common Spotted Orchid D. fuchsii, Common Cotton-grass Eriophorum angustifolium, 

Not in flower:  Marsh Gentian Gentiana pneumonanthe (young plants appearing within the newly-returned "cage" + Southern Track edges, especially on the corner of the telegraph pole area.

NOTE : several orchids have appeared in the newly-cleared part of the mire.

