BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 103       Dated 05.06.00

No 619    Sat. 27.05.00           Mostly sunny.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Hamish Dublon, Phil Davison, Tracey Hobbs, Sunarto, Nathalie Kausch, Martina Napitupulu & her daughter Monica  & Colin Penny = 10..

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Swallow Hirundo rustica (a few hunting over Southern Heath), Woodlark Lullula arborea (north-east heath), Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus, Chiffchaff P. collybita

Moths:  Drinker Philudoria potatoria (larva, almost fully grown, in mire).

Butterflies:  Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines (male), Green-veined White Artogeia napi, Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi.

Coleoptera:  14-spot Ladybird Calvia 14-guttata (brown with 14 cream-coloured spots).

Odonata:  Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea (cleared area adjacent to Alder Wood), Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa (female - same area).

Hemiptera: Ant-like Bug (unidentified - black body & orange legs).

In flower:  Lady's Smock Cardamine pratensis, Common Cotton-grass Eriophorum angustifolium, Common Gorse Ulex europaeus, Bell Heather Erica cinerea, Common or Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundiflora (spreading well at the Wet Heath), Tormentil Potentilla erecta, Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris, Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica, Common Twayblade Listera ovata (2" spikes), Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris, Soft Rush Juncus effusus, Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula, Petty Whin Genista anglica, Lily-of-the-valley Convallaria majalis (just north of "large Chip Mountain"), Climbing Corydalis Corydalis claviculata (Bracken Hills), Bittersweet or Woody Nightshade Solanum dulcamara (on pile of stumps in the mire), Marsh Cinquefoil Potentilla palustris, Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa, Herb Robert Geranium robertianum (growing in Mire adjacent to Reed Bed), Marsh Lousewort Pedicularis palustris.

Not in flower: Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris (spreading in great carpets through the newly-cleared mire areas).

Lichens: Matchstick Lichen Cladonia floerkeana  (Southern Heath - in "flower").

Update on Hydrology at Buxton Heath

When Veronique Van Haesebroeck and Guido Vittiglio (from the University of Antwerp - Departement Biologie) visited the site on 06.05.00, they installed three more "Divers" to log water pressure.

We already had two Divers installed (in piezos 4.1 & 4.2), and these have now been joined by piezos 2.1, 3.1 & 3.2.

Each Diver is suspended by a length of wire, and is held in place by a plug. Unfortunately, the old screw cap assemblies could not accommodate the new units and so, Guido had to use a hacksaw to remove them. This meant carefully measuring the tubes, as our future water-level readings would show slight anomalies.

In addition, Guido installed an tube extension on piezo 5.2 as the rise in water levels had resulted in seepage from small holes at the top of the original short tube. This probably  meant that some previous readings were not accurate.

To give some idea of the "ups and downs", here is the latest sequence of water level readings:

                13/5        20/5        27/5

1.1            179         181         177

2.1              77           64           39                                      

2.2              68           58           33              

2.3              66           62           54              

3.1              54           43           36               

3.2              45           38           32              

4.1              34           33           34             

4.2              16           16           14                 

5.1              20           18           18               

5.2             100         102         101                 

6.1               28          26            25             

6.2               32          31            29                  

7.1               99          97            94                 

7.2               58          57            53

