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  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 102       Dated 01.06.00

No 618    Sat. 20.05.00           Rather overcast

Colin Thompson, Debbie Jackson, Kevin Lewis, Michelle Margot, Hamish Dublon, Ellie Owen, Lindsay Emerson, John Harrison, Sunarto (Java, Indonesia),  Martina Napitupulu (Sumatra, Indonesia), Nathalie Kausch, Dave Bevan (visit) & Colin Penny = 13.

Our first Saturday without Len Wise, who had just had an operation on his left knee in a bid to straighten the leg affected by arthritis. We staged a study day.

Birds:  Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella, Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Mammals: Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus (standing proudly in the newly cleared area adjacent to "Bracken Hills").

Moths:  Common Heath Ematurga atomaria, Vapourer Orgyia antiqua ,   Large Red-belted Clearwing Synanthedon culiciformis (cleared area adjacent to Southern Track - several empty pupal cases protruding from birch stumps, and a single emerged adult - see photos in album 77).

Butterflies:  Green-veined White Artogeia napi.

Coleoptera:  Leaf-rolling Weevil Deporaus betulae (conical leaf rolls found on young birch), Red Oak Leaf Roller Attelebus nitans (adult and leaf "packages" seen), Longhorn Beetle Rhagium bifasciatum, Leaf Beetle Luperus longicornis (long antennae), 14-spot Ladybird Propylea 14-punctata

Odonata:  Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa, Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula

Hemiptera:  Common Green Shield Bug Palomena prasina, Common Pond Skater Gerris lacustris, Horned Treehopper Centrotus cornutus (Woodland Spine).

Misc. insects:  Scorpion Fly Panorpa communis (male), Crane-fly Tipula maxima, Alder Fly Sialis lutaria (possibly !), Sawfly Rhogogaster viridis (Green and black).

Araneae:  Orb-web Spider Araniella cucurbitina (green with red spot under tip of abdomen), Crab Spider Xysticus sp.  Crab Spider Misumena vatia (white female on Bramble - photo in album 77), Wolf Spider Pisaura mirabilis.

Herptiles:  Common Toad Bufo bufo (several "toadlets" seen)

In flower:  Tormentil Potentilla erecta, Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens, Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre, Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis, Common Cotton-grass Eriophorum angustifolium (at the Wet Heath and the central pools - the most we've seen since our involvement), Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula, Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris, Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, Bogbean Menyanthes trifoliata, Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris, Petty Whin Genista anglica, Deergrass Scirpus cespitosus, Common Figwort Scrophularia nodosa (car park), Red Campion Silene dioica (car park), Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea (car park), White Bryony Bryonia cretica (car park), Lily-of-the-valley Convallaria majalis (Western Boundary Wood), Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scriptus (Western Boundary Wood), Climbing Corydalis Corydalis claviculata (Western Boundary Wood), Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii, Heath Spotted Orchid D. maculata, Early Marsh Orchid D. incarnata.

