BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 9       Dated 9.8.98

Continuation of No 507      Sat. 6.6.98     

Other Insects:   Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans  E98,  Black sawfly with yellow mouthparts and red legs (?)  E17,  Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella  E16 pond,  Cranefly  Tipula maxima

Lacewing  Chrysopa perla  D43,  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis  (var. loc.),  Snipe-fly  Rhagio scolopacea  (var. loc.)

Spiders:  Jumping Spider  Evarcha falcata  (male, E17),  Crab Spider  Misumena vatia,   Crab Spider  Xysticus sp.   Spider
Araniella cucurbitina,   + unknown spider covered with young D93.

Birds:   Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus   (D93 - found churring at 1555 hrs !!),  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus  (8 young birds flew up from Mervyn’s meadow),  Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus  (heard in distance),  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  (var. loc),  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus  (var. loc),   Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella  (var. loc).

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix  (D93 - approx 15”),  Adder  Vipera berus  ( D27 - 15” brown female,   E98 - 10” orange juvenile,  E27 - 2 on woodpile + 2 more seen in other parts of mire),  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  (var. loc),  Common Frog  Rana temporaria  (var. loc).

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata   (var. loc),  Slender Groundhopper   T. subulata  E17.

In flower:  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Lady’s smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis  flos-cuculi,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Common Butterwort  Pinguicula vulgaris  (12 plants on usual path),  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Quaking Grass  Briza media,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara  E38,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris  (buds),  Twayblades  Listera ovata  (closed spikes),  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium  E45, E48,   Brooklime  Veronica beccabunga  E77,  Marsh Cinquefoil  Potentilla palustris,  Meadow Thistle  Cirsium dissectum  D46.
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Not in flower:  Common Sorrel  Rumex acetosa  (seeds),  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundiflora.

Mollusc:  Dark-lipped Banded Snail  Cepaea nemoralis  (mire).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

No 508        Sat.  13.6.98       Bright, but chilly.   STUDY DAY.
Len Wise,  Colin Thompson,  Kevin Lewis,  Catriona Corfield,  Graham French,  Hamish Dublon,  Derek Moseley,  Christian Rottger,  Paul Woodhouse,  David Traylor, Dave Bevan + me = 12
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On arrival, it was obvious by the evidence at our feet that the grazing cattle had been delivered !   We eventually located them in the northern wooded fringe of the western valley mire.  The herd of 12 animals comprised 3 Hereford (red),  7 Hereford-Friesian crosses (black & white),  and 2 Murray Grey  (an Australian breed). The farmer left these details on a fence post. He is Mr David Baker of White House Farm, Hackford, Wymondham, Norfolk (tel. 01953-850707).  At least he communicates with us !
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Butterflies:  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus  D97,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi  D97.

Moths:  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii  (cocoons & larvae - mire + Mervyn Williamson’s meadows),  The Drinker  Philudoria potatoria  (1” larva - D57).

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata  (D43 - very dark specimen).

Mammal:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus  A28.

Order Opiliones:  Harvestman  Phalangium opilio  D56.

