BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 3       Dated 8.6.98 

No 501      Sat. 9.5.98      Dry, sunny and warm. No minibus due to fuel leak !
Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Christine Croton, Catriona Corfield, Amber Rosenthal, Debbie Jackson, Graham French, Phil Davison, Jane Edgar, Hamish Dublon, Tracey Hobbs, Christian Rottger (from near Augsburg, Germany), + me = 14.

Butterflies: Peacock  Inachis io (various loc),  Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni  (males and females in mire), Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines (males and females in mire), Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi  (D43, D57 - on willows near reed,  Western Track D08, and on Broom A89),  Green-veined White Artogeia napi  (D87),  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  (D16 + mire),  Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus  (E38).

Moths:  Vapourer  Orgyia antiqua  (some larvae hatched from the eggs on the cocoon found some weeks ago - E78),  Common Heath Ematurga atomaria (male - B48),  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata (D57), Drinker caterpillars x 3 Philudoria potatoria (E28 - 1”, 1.5”, 2” in length).

Birds: Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus (var. loc.), Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  (western mire), Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita (var. loc.), Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella (var. loc.), Whitethroat Sylvia communis (display song and flight from scrub at old vegetation dump site - D86).  

Herptiles:  Common Frog Rana temporaria (var. loc.), Adder Vipera berus (male and female at E27, male at E38), Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara (var. loc.), Slow-worm Anguis fragilis x 3 (female on Sthn. Track D64, plus two in mire E27 & E37).

Insects:  St. Mark’s-fly Bibio marci  (many at var. loc.), Large Red Damsel Pyrrhosoma nymphula (E38), Crane Fly Tipula  sp. (var. loc.)

Beetles: 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata (var. loc.), Brown, yellow-spotted Ladybird ?? (photo taken - B39), Green Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris (D73, B59, B38, B36, B35), Small irridescent blue beetle Phaedon cochleariae (E38 -in large numbers).

Spiders: Wolf Spider Pisaura mirabilis (D97), Crab Spider Misumena vatia (E38 - using thread to transfer between bushes), Orb Spider (E28 - photo taken).

Bugs: Gorse Shield Bug Piezodorus lituratus (D08 - western track), Water Cricket Velia caprai  (E48 - several on stream), Pond Skater Gerris lacustris (E48 - several on stream).
Mollusc: Dark-lipped Banded Snail Cepaea nemoralis (D97 - up a stem).
In flower: Lady’s smock Cardamine pratensis, Early Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza incarnata  or Southern Marsh Orchid D. praetermissa, Petty Whin Genista anglica (a few mire locations), Dandelion Taraxacum hamatum (vulgaria), Field Wood-rush   Luzula campestris (throughout mire), Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica, Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris, Bugle Ajuga reptans (E38 mire),

Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris (E56 + Southern Trackside), Lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica (D08 & A89).
Not in flower: Twayblades Listera ovata (leaves and forming spikes), Hemp Agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundiflora (fence line at wet heath - E56), Greater Bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus uligonosus, Brooklime Veronica beccabunga (E87).
Fungi: Rust Fungus ??  on rose in mire - E18  (photo).                                          
