BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 23       Dated 8.10.98

No 522   Sat. 12.9.98   Sunny but cold at first, then rain set in !

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Hamish Dublon, Paul Woodhouse + me = 6.  (Dave Bevan popped in briefly).

We met herd-owner, David Baker, on site. The cattle were still there although 1 x 3/4-grown cow could not be found despite extensive searches by David.

........................................................................................................

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera  (male - D34),  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis  (female - E09).

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator  (E98 - Mervyn’s).

Misc. insects:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa,  Hoverfly  Dasysyrphus albostriatus  (female - photo),  Digger Wasp  Mellinus arvensis  (Mervyn’s).

Birds: Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus  (D43 - overflight),  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Long-tailed Tits  Aegithelos caudatus  ( x12 - D67),  House Martin  Delichon urbica  (a few hunting over site).

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  (D88 - 2’ female - very dark brown),  Common Frog  Rana temporaria (var. loc.),  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  (var. loc.).

Galls:  Alder Leaf End Curl  midge  Dasineura alni,   Alder Leaf Blister mite  Eriophyes brevitarsus  (both in Mervyn’s meadows).

Araneae:  Orb-web Spider Araneus diadematus  (var. loc.).

Fishes:   Three-spined Stickleback   Gasterosteus aculeatus ( in the stream at Mervyn’s meadows).

In flower:  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Devil’s-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica.

