BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 22       Dated 8.10.98

No 521   Sat. 5.9.98   Early rain, overcast with sunny spells.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Hamish Dublon + me = 5

Len path-cleared, Kevin assaulted the Southern Heath with a mattock, and the rest of us logged species !

.............................................................................................................

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  E67,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeus  E46,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi  E28.

Moths:  Silver Y  Autographa gamma  (several),  Angle Shades  Phlogophora meticulosa  D43,  Buff-tip  Phalera bucephala  (D43 - larva).

Hemiptera:  ?? Green/black Shield Bug cluster on Alder leaf ?? - (Mervyn Williamson’s meadows - F18),  Black-kneed Capsid  Blepharidopterus angulatus  F18,  Shield Bug  Picromerus bidens  D43 (points on sides of pronotum),  Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris  E98 + Mervyn’s.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata (D86 - nymph),  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera (D43 - female),  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera  (E17 - female),  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis  (E17- female),  Common Field Grasshopper  Chorthippus brunneus  (E17 - female.

Odonata:  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum  (E98 - Mervyn’s),  Migratory Hawker  Aeshna mixta  D43,  Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea (F18 - Mervyn’s).

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator  (F18 - several).

Misc. insects:  Digger Wasp  Mellinus arvensis  D92,  Hoverfly  Syrphus ribesii  D92+,  Hoverfly  Melanostoma scalare  (or similar species !),  ?? Cranefly  (small, species unknown, E27),  ?? Aquatic larva  (similar to rat-tailed maggot of hoverflies - photos taken, F18),   

Order Acarina:  Red Spider Mite  Panonychus ulmi  (or sim. - D43),  

Order Isopoda:  Woodlouse  Porcellio scaber   D43 

Araneae:  Four-spotted Orb Spider  Araneus quadratus  E08,  
Orb-web Spider A. diadematus  E08.

Galls:  Artichoke Gall wasp  Andricus fecundator  E08.

Herptiles:  Common Toad  Bufo bufo  (small, var. loc.),  Common Frog  Rana temporaria  (var. loc.),  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  (juvenile D62 ).

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  (F39 - 2 birds in aerial duel over Mervyn’s meadows - shrieking!),  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  B47.

In flower:  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosis,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  E38,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris  E38,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.  E08, E67,  Devil’s-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis  E08.

Not in flower:  Hard Fern  Blechnum spicant  (4 plants have now been located in Mervyn’s meadows),  Broad Buckler Fern  Dryopteris dilatata  (Mervyn’s + Woodland Spine, southern and middle sections),  Lady Fern  Athyrium filix-femina  (Woodland Spine - middle and northern sections),  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara  (E18 - berries).
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Water Level Readings:

1.1   224                   5.1   23              

2.1     97                   5.2   15

2.2     87                   6.1   35

2.3     87                   6.2   36

3.1     51                   7.1   15

3.2     53                   7.2   85

4.1     37                   1)     63        (English Nature dip well)

4.2     35                   2)     54        (English Nature dip well)
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