BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 21      Dated 7.10.98

No 520   Sat. 29.8.98    Mainly overcast, but dry.  

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Graham French, + me = 5.

Len continued his path clearance, as the rest of us logged species.

.............................................................................................................

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  D87.

Moths:   Large Yellow Underwing  Noctua pronuba  (D43 - photo),  Silver Y  Autographa gamma,  Scalloped Hook-tip  Falcaria lacertinaria  (D77 - larva found on Birch),  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata,  Vapourer  Orgyia antiqua  (larva),  Fox Moth  Macrothylacia rubi  (larva),  Buff-tip  Phalera bucephala  (approx. 12 larvae, almost fully grown - Eastern Boundary Wood),  white “fluffy” caterpillar found on Alder ?? (photo),  small, flat green caterpillars on undersides of Alder leaves ??,  small looper found on Alder ??

Hemiptera:  Common Froghopper  Philaenus spumarius,  Green Leafhopper  Cicadella viridis  D77,  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina  D87,  ?? Shield Bug with a cream-coloured heraldic design and orange/yellow antennae ??,  ?? Small green shield bug nymphs on Alder (Mervyn’s Meadows)  ??,  Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris  (D22 - entrance cattle grid !!),  Water Cricket  Velia caprai  (Stream in Mervyn’s).

Coleoptera:  Red Oak Leaf Roller (weevil)  Attelabus nitens  (imago - C59),  ?? Brown/bronze willow beetle ??,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator  (Mervyn’s).

Orthoptera:  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera  (male, in cleared area - D87),  Slender Groundhopper  Tetrix subulata  (1 with cream “top” or pronotum, 1 with brown “top” - both on dry wood chippings on Mervyn’s damp northern meadow - photos taken).

Molluscs:  Great Black Slug  Arion ater.  

Fungi: Hypoxolon mammatum  (on dead willow near Eng Nat wells)
Araneae:  Orb-web Spider Araneus diadematus  D55,  Crab Spider  Misumena vatia  (white - D87),  Theridion pallens  (case).

Misc. insects:  Hoverfly  Syrphus ribesii  D55,  Common Earwig  Forficula auricularia,  ?? Black/brown aphids on Marsh Thistle - D55  ??,  Cranefly  Tipula oleracea  (female),  ?? unidentified Cranefly  - photo taken - ??,  ?? Stonefly ?? - wings flat on body,  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa (a few seen),  ?? Lacewing larva,  ?? Hoverfly sp. (high-pitched droning on dead willow stems ??,  Digger Wasp  Mellinus arvensis  C59,  Tawny Cranefly  ??,  Yellow Dung-fly  Scathophaga stercoraria  D77.

Galls:  ?? Alder - total leaf-roll ??,  ??  Alder - leaf blotches (embossed) - photo - ??,  Bedeguar Gall wasp (Robin’s pincushion)  Diplolepis rosae  (Mervyn’s meadow).

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis  D27,  Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus  D55,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus,  Great Tit  Parus major,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  (juvenile),  Adder  Vipera berus (sloughed skin found at D77).

In flower:  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Devil’s-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra,  Herb Robert  Geranium robertianum  D77,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Black Bog-rush  Schoenus nigricans,  Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum,  Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosis,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,   Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides  E07,  Great Willowherb  Epilobium hirsutum E38 

Not in flower:  Alder Buckthorn  Frangula alnus (berries - C55,E88),  Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa  E88,  Dog Rose  Rosa canina  E88,  Square-stemmed St John’s-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum  E98,  Spindle-tree  Euonymus europaeus  (F09  Mervyn’s - berries).

