BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 20      Dated 6.10.98

No 519    Sat. 22.8.98    Mostly sunny, heavy p.m. showers.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Graham French, Phil Davison, Paul Woodhouse + me = 7.

Len preferred to carry out path clearance  - the rest of us logged species.

........................................................................................................

Butterflies:   Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta  (x2),  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeus  D51.

Moths:   Silver Y  Autographa gamma  (several).

Orthoptera:   Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera  (male - B00),  Oak Bush-cricket  Meconema thalassinum  (males, D62, A64),  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata  (nymph - D51),  Common Field Grasshopper   Chorthippus brunneus  D51.

Coleoptera:  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens  (packets - A64).

Hemiptera:  Common Froghopper  Philaenus spumarius  D66,  Forest Bug  Pentatoma rufipes  (nymph, yellow/orange, but full size - A64),  Heath Assassin Bug  Coranus subapterus  D91,  a tiny hopper ??  (D91 - possibly a nymph, bright green with a black longitudinal line - a quick runner !! ). 

Odonata:   Ruddy Darter  Sympetrum sanguineum  (Reed Bed).

Misc. insects:  Mining Bee  Colletes succinctus  D51,  Bumble Bee  Bombus lucorum  D51,  Hoverfly  Episyrphus balteatus  D62,  Green Lacewing  Chrysoperla carnea.

Araneae:  Comb-footed SpiderTheridion pallens  A64,  Orb-web Spider  Agalenata redii  (variation one = 2 cream commas visible  -  D43,  Orb-web Spider Araneus diadematus  (var. loc.).

Galls:  Knopper Gall wasp  Andricus quercuscalisis  A64,  Marble Gall wasp  A. kollari  A64,  Striped Pea Gall wasp  Cynips longiventris  (red & white spheres) D64,  Little Black Pudding Gall midge  Dasineura filicina,  Oak Leaf Lobe Gall gnat  Macrodiplosis dryobia  (folds leaf lobes over)  D64.

Birds:  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus  (10 birds, overflying site),  Swallow  Hirundo rustica  (a few hunting over mire),  House Martin  Delichon urbica  (family perched in “skeletal” tree, north of The Gap),  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus (juvenile),  Great-spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris  (2 seen - D51).

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria  (very small - D51 + also on dry heath),  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  (var. loc.).

In flower:  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris  D97,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.  D97,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta   (var. loc.),  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata  ( D77 - actually growing in the Reed Bed !),  Common Dodder  Cuscuta epithymum  (D51 - a few thin strands).  
