BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 2       Dated 7.6.98

No 500      Sat. 2.5.98      Mostly dry and sunny
Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Christine Croton, Catriona Corfield, Amber Rosenthal, Debbie Jackson, Graham French, Phil Davison, Jane Edgar, Hamish Dublon, Quentin Mair + me = 13.

Today, we cleared birch and willow re-growth from the area west of the electricity line (in the mire) using the brushcutter. Then it was onto the species recording, firstly in the mire, then at the northern heath.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White Artogeia napi  D67, Peacock  Inachis io (various locations),  Orange Tip males Anthocharis cardamines (mire).

Birds:  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  (heard in mire), Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus (various locations), Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  (various locations), Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola (D31, flushed from cover), Garden Warbler Sylvia borin (heard in mire).

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara (various parts of site), Adder Vipera berus (mire, on the corner of The Gap - the area destined for clearance !  2 x males, 1 x female), Common Frog Rana temporaria (various parts of mire), Smooth Newt Triturus vulgaris male in full plumage  (in Frog Hollow A89).

Mammal:  Wood Mouse ??  Apodemus sylvaticus ??  Fleetingly sighted in the mire, but species unconfirmed.

Insects:  Large Red Damsel Pyrrhosoma nymphula (mire), St. Mark’s-fly  Bibio marci  Many seen over most of site, Red and black spider-hunting wasps on Northern Track - one flew up from paralysed spider victim - species unconfirmed.

Beetles: 14-spot Ladybird  Propylea 14-punctata  (lay-by, D43),  Glow-worm Lampyris noctiluca  (larva found on moss clump in Alder Wood, E68).

Spiders:  Crab Spider Misumena vatia (female found in mire), Spider Agroeca brunnea (white egg case on stem in mire).

In flower:  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica (throughout mire), Lady’s smock Cardamine pratensis (throughout mire), Dandelion Taraxacum hamatum (vulgaria) - (mire), Bogbean Menyanthes trifoliata (continuing its spread from the cleared area), Tormentil Potentilla erecta  (various locations), Rowan Sorbus aucuparia, Climbing Corydalis Corydalis claviculata (Western boundary), Lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica (Frog Hollow A89), Lily-of-the- Valley Convallaria majalis (western boundary) in bud, Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scriptus (western boundary), Broom Cytisus scoparius (various locations), Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa ( or Early Marsh Orchid D. incarnata) mire.

Not in flower:  Hemp Agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum.

............................................................................................................

Water Level Readings:

1.1   198                       6.1   32

2.1    57                        6.2   37

2.2    48                        7.1   10  

2.3    67                        7.2   75

3.1    48                         

3.2    45                         1)    65         (English Nature dip well)

4.1    36                         2)    56         (English Nature dip well)

4.2    24

5.1    20        

5.2    10                         Note:  Readings from the first 14 dip wells 

                                                 are forwarded to our friends at 

                                                 Antwerp University each month.

..........................................................................................................

Well folks, I’ve still got a backlog of reports to produce, but I’m not downhearted !   My master plan is to only write down half of the things we observe !   Only joking - I will work hard to complete my task !

In closing, I send my best wishes to all of you who have “gone missing” from your Heath during the Summer. Looking forward to seeing you all again,  take care,    Colin.  

