BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 19       Dated 6.10.98

No 518   Sat. 15.8.98    Mostly sunny after early rain. STUDY DAY
Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis + me = 4.

.............................................................................................................

Butterflies:  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus  D23 +,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  D23,  Large White  Pieris brassicae  D19,  Peacock  Inachis io,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus  A59,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina  A19,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni  A19,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus  A39,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae  D63,  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi  E18,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeus,  Small Heath  Coenonympha pamphilus.

Moths:  Silver Y  Autographa gamma   (several),  Beautiful Yellow Underwing  Anarta myrtilli  (2 x larvae - B19),  Micro Moth  Coleophora caespitiella  (larval cases on Soft Rush - E08),  Micro Moth  Pyrausta  aurata  (Mervyn’s Meadows).

Orthoptera:  Mottled Grasshopper  Myrmeleotettix maculatus  B09,  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis  (1 male, 2 females at E18).

Hemiptera:  Damsel Bug ??  (quite thin - D23),  Damsel Bug nymph ?? - A39,  Water Cricket  Velia caprai  (several at the sluice).

Odonata:  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum  (several - D33),  Migratory Hawker  Aeshna mixta  ( x 3 at A67, a female photographed resting at D43),  Brown Hawker  A. grandis  A09.

Coleoptera:  Red Oak Leaf Roller (weevil)  Attelabus nitens  (cases - D22),  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata  A19,  Bronze/brown ground beetle ??  (like a squat Tiger Beetle - found at edge of mortar pool at top of Woodland Spine),  Diving Beetle ??  (despite valiant efforts, not identified ! - in the same mortar pool),  Yellow Longhorn Beetle  Strangalia maculata  (Mervyn’s). 

Araneae:  Orb web Spider Araneus diadematus  (var. loc.).

Galls:  Artichoke Gall wasp  Andricus fecundator  D22, E08,  Knopper Gall wasp  A. quercuscalisis  D26,  Little Black Pudding Gall midge  Dasineura filicina  (host plant = Bracken),  Meadowsweet Leaf Gall midge  D. ulmaria  E38,  Bedeguar Gall wasp  (Robin’s pincushion)  Diplolepis rosae  E38.

Misc. insects:  Wasp-fly  Sicus ferrugineus  (bee-parasite - please note that I have at last come up with the correct spelling for the scientific name !!  -  A65),  Sand Digger Wasp  Ammophila sabulosa  (Northern Track - a smaller-sized specimen - different species, perhaps ??),  Ichneumon Fly  Netelia testaceus  (E18 - only species with dark tip to abdomen),  Horse-fly  Chrysops relictus  (beautiful irridescent eyes and picture wings - but has a very painful bite ! ).

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis  (var. loc.),  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus  B35 (female), Mervyn’s meadows (male),  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  (2 birds - A54).

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  (var. loc.),  Common Frog  Rana temporaria  (tiny young in Mervyn’s meadows),  Common Toad  Bufo bufo  (tiny young in Mervyn’s).

In flower:  Rosebay Willowherb  Epilobium angustifolium  D22,  Great Willowherb  E. hirsutum  E18,   Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea  (including white at A19),  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Common Cat’s-ear  Hypochaeris radicata,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra  A19,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,   Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosis,  Bogbean  Menyanthes trifoliata  (1 in flower !),  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria  E38,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  E38,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.  E48,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris  (1 in flower, 2 more in bud),  Common Fleabane  Pulicaria dysenterica  (sizeable patch in Mervyn’s meadow).

Not in flower:  Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna  (berries),  Alder Buckthorn  Frangula alnus  (berries),  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara  (berries).       

