BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 17       Dated 6.10.98

No 516     Sun. 2.8.98    A brief visit to collect water readings by Voluntary Warden, Colin Penny.

............................................................................................................

Mammals:   Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus  (2 seen running through Western Mire - 1/2 grown, reddish coats.

Birds:  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius.

Orthoptera:  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera  (fully grown male sitting on Piezometer 6.1 (!).

In flower:  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe  (a few),  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosis,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea.

........................................................................................................

Water Level Readings:

1.1   215                    6.1   36

2.1    98                     6.2   41

2.2    86                     7.1   16

2.3    86                     7.2   84

3.1    57                

3.2    58                     1)     65          (English Nature dip well)

4.1    38                     2)     56          (English Nature dip well)

4.2    34

5.1    20

5.2    16

Note:  Rust-coloured iron deposits were noticed on the measuring probe whilst taking readings at piezometers 2.2, 2.3, and 3.1.

...........................................................................................................

No 517   Sat. 8.8.98   Dry, hot & sunny, little cloud.  -  STUDY DAY
Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Phil Davison + me = 3.

.............................................................................................................

## denotes observations in Mervyn Williamson’s meadows
Butterflies:  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus  D45,  Large White  Pieris brassicae  D45,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  (var. loc.),  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina  E45,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi  E45,  Peacock  Inachis io  ##,  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus  ##,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeus  A49 + ##,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus  ##,  Purple Hairstreak  Quercusia quercus  D43  (photographed by Phil),  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta  A17,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus  A49 - several seen.

Moths:  Silver Y  Autographa gamma  (var. loc.),  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii  (cocoon) ##,  Vapourer  Orgyia antiqua  2 x larvae found on Alder  ##,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata  (Stream Arch).

Spiders:  Orb-web Spider Araneus diadematus  (var. loc.), Comb-footed Spider  Theridion palens  E14.

Bugs:  Common Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina  E05 - nymph,  Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris  ##,  Forest Bug  Pentatoma rufipes  D06,  Water Cricket  Velia caprai  (Stream Arch).

Odonata:  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum  D74 + ##,  Large Red Damsel  Pyrrhosoma nymphula  ##.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata  ##.

Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback  Gasterosteus aculeatus  - shoals of small fishes seen in the stream between Mervyn’s meadows.

Note:  The remaining records for Sat 8.8.98 continue on Issue 18

