BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 15       Dated 2.9.98

No 514   Sat. 11.7.98   Mostly bright and sunny with a stiff wind.

Len Wise,  Colin Thompson,  Phil Davison,  Tracey Hobbs,  Jane Edgar,  Hamish Dublon,  Claire Paybody,  Graham French,  Christian Rottger,  Catriona Corfield with parents Howard and Christine Corfield, Christine Croton and David with Christine’s parents Don and Muriel Croton  + me =  17.

Today was the last day at the Heath for a year for Claire (off to Japan), and Christine (off to Canada).  It was nice to have the parents of Christine and Catriona with us.  Many “family” type photographs were taken amidst much hugging !

..........................................................................................................

Butterflies:  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria  D14,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus x 3  D09,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus  (male - A49),  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus  (several - A59 + ),  White Admiral  Ladoga camilla  (x 3 - A09),  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina  A49.

Moths:  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii,  Silver Y  Autographa gamma,  Four-dotted Footman  Cybosia mesomella  D14,  Beautiful Yellow Underwing  Anarta myrtilli  (imago + 3/4” larva found alongside Northern Track B39),  Smoky Wainscot  Mythimna impura  E47,  Common White Wave  Cabera pusaria  A29,  Sallow Kitten  Furcula furcula  (larva on Willow - D76 - photo taken).  

Beetles:  Yellow Longhorn Beetle  Strangalia maculata  D09, A39,

Soldier Beetle  Malthinus flaveolus.

Orthoptera:  Common Green Grasshopper  Chorthippus brunneus  (valley mire),  Mottled Grasshopper  Myrmeleotettix maculatus   A39+.

Misc. insects:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis (var. loc.),  Sand Digger Wasp  Ammophila sabulosa  A59,  ?? Ichneumon Wasp ?? (femora red, remainder of leg = black, white mouthparts),  Digger Wasp  Cerceris arenaria  (“hole colony” in forest ride track, Northern & Western Tracks).

Spiders:  Comb-footed Spider Theridion pallens  (white case beside Western Track),  Spider Agroeca brunnea  (white case - A49).

Galls:  Fen Bedstraw gall midge Geocrypta galii,  Common Spangle Gall wasp  Neuroterus quercusbaccarum  (W. Track),  Marble Gall wasp  Andrcus kollari  (W.Track).

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  D16,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Toad  Bufo bufo,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  A39.

In flower:  Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe  (one flower only seen),  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Lady’s smock  Cardamine pratensis  (one plant in flower), Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Enchanter’s Nightshade  Circaea lutetiana  D07,  Wood Sage  Teucrium scorodonia  A49,  Self-heal  Prunella vulgaris  A09,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea  A09,  Slender St John’s Wort  Hypericum pulchrum.

