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The latest news from the heath!       Issue 139       Dated 30.05.01

No 665    Sat. 26.05.01        Dry, sunny, with a light breeze.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Phil Davison, Len Wise, & Colin Penny = 5.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Long-tailed tit  Aegithalos caudatus,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina,  Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs - male, bathing in Frog Hollow,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Reed Bunting E. schoeniclus - heard singing in the reed bed,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus,  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - juvenile running near central heath pools, issuing alarm cry after being flushed by visitors.

Butterflies:  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni.

Moths:  Brown Silver-line  Petrophora chlorosata,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria,  Micro  ???? - small, black,  Micro  ???? - cream, several seen in W. Mire vegetation,  Flame Shoulder Ochropleura plecta - flies May to September, larvae feed on wide range of herbaceous plants,  Common White Wave  Cabera pusaria. 

Coleoptera:  Click Beetle  ???? - not identified, Pill Beetle  Byrrhus pilula - these oval beetles are found on well-drained soils and feign death when disturbed by tucking their legs and antennae into grooves in their body - (see illustrations in Collins p268 and Harde p187),  14-spot Ladybird  Propylea 14-punctata,  Beetle  Wood-boring Beetle  Glischrochilus hortensis - black with 4 orange spots,  Weevil  Rove Beetle  ???? - with six gold spots on abdomen,  Soldier Beetle  Cantharis rustica,  Violet Ground Beetle  Carabus violaceus  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris.  

Odonata:  Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella,  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula, Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa,  Four-spotted Chaser  L. quadrimaculata.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.

Hemiptera:  Gorse Shield Bug  Piezodorus lituratus,  Common Pond Skater  

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  - not identified.

Araneae:  Crab Spider  Misumena vatia - bright yellow, on Broom at Western Track, clutching prey,  Crab Spider  Xysticus cristatus,  Spider

Diptera:  Cleg-fly  Haematopota pluvialis.

Hymenoptera:  Sawfly  - possibly Tenthredo sp. - black/red/black.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Slow-Worm  Anguis fragilis - central mire,  Adder  Vipera berus,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - 18", mire.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammarus pulex

Plant Galls:  Red Pimple Gall on Willow leaves -  ???

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Field Wood-rush  Luzula campestris,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Broom  Cytisus scoparius,  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine  pratensis,  Petty Whin  Genista anglica,  Early Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza incarnata,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bogbean Menyanthes trifoliata,  Brooklime  Veronica beccabunga,  Germander Speedwell  V. chamaedrys,   Watercress  Nasturtium officinale,  Herb Robert  Geranium robertianum,  Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens,  Ivy-leaved Water Crowfoot  R. hederaceus - in newly exposed pool, below Bracken Hills, Dandelion  Taraxacum hamatum,  Sheep's Sorrel  Rumex acetosella, Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna,   Water Forget.me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Rowan  Sorbus aucuparia,  Prickly Sow-thistle  Sonchus asper.

Not in flower:  Duckweed  Lemna minor.

STILL TO BE SORTED:   

Exit holes in Willow buds

Cladonia sp.   (Lichen)

Fungi-like larvae running about on Alder twigs (Lacewing larvae ????)

